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Instructional Technology Newsletter 

In this Issue National Technology Day 
 The first grade students at Franklin Park School participated in 
the first National Technology Day celebration January 6, 
2017.  This event ran from 9:30-10:30am and all of the first 
grade students had the opportunity to engage in 4 technology-
based centers.  The technology centers included: Smart Table 
games (math), a mini computer lab with Starfall (literacy), 
National Geographic Kids, Go Noodle, Coding, Kahoot, 
ABCya, and a Smart board activity (phonics).   The event was 
planned and facilitated by Mrs. Gloria Niebergall and each of 
the first grade teachers facilitated a technology center, along 
with Ms. Wattenberg (Media Specialist).  We look forward to 
making this an annual event!  
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SGS 1:1 Chromebook Initiative 

Week of Code 

 Visit the FTPS  Hour of Code website 
http://www.franklinboe.org/Page/14120 
 
 

Every student should have the opportunity to learn computer science. It 
helps nurture problem-solving skills, logic and creativity. By starting early, 
students will have a foundation for success in any 21st-century career path. 
In December, Franklin Township Public Schools joined in on the largest 
learning event in history: The Hour of Code, during Computer Science 
Education Week. Our Hour of Code showed that our schools are ready to 
teach these foundational 21st century skills and change the future of 
education in Franklin Township. 

Some of the events students participated in included coding activities using 
Minecraft, Globaloria, TI Scientific Calculator, Vidcode, Computer 
History, Binary Code Bracelets, Winter Cards, Kodables, Angry Birds, 
Puppy Adventure, Animate Your Name and Emojify. Check out our 
School Hour of Code Event page to see the full list of the wonderful 
activities our schools participated in during the Hour Of Code week.  

Learn more about this exciting program, visit the  SGS  1-1 Chromebook Website at 
http://www.franklinboe.org/Page/14090 
 
 

At SGS, fifth grade students and teachers are progressing steadily and thoroughly 
with the 1:1 Chromebooks initiative.  Teachers have been working hard in both 
self-paced and hands-on training sessions and have been willing to try different 
techniques and products to enhance learning.  Teachers have been working with 
Google Classroom and other Google products such as Docs, Sheets, Slides, and  

Forms. Students have been working on and completing assignments using these 
products as well and have also been part of different                                         
group activities such as group writing and research as                                          
well as virtual book clubs.  As teachers and students                                      
continue to experiment with the Google educational                                          
suite of tools, excitement builds toward when students                                          
will be taking their Chromebooks home for anytime,                                  
anywhere access!  
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Finally, it was time for our session.  The session 
included other classes from around the country 
in a group Skype.  The authors shared 
information about how they started creating 
graphic novels, the steps of the writing process 
and the technology that they used to assist in 
illustrating their texts.  The students had the 
opportunity to ask the graphic novelists their 
questions and hear the questions of their peers 
from classrooms across the country.  Many of 
the students were inspired to start creating their 
own graphic novels in order to tell stories 
through both words and pictures. 

Conerly Road School Students Skype with 
Graphic Novelists 

1

During the week of January 23rd, Scholastic 
sponsored the Week of the Graphix by 
offering opportunities for students to connect 
with Graphic Novelists via Twitter and Skype.  
Mrs. Walker-Magyar and Mrs. Robinson’s 
4th grade classes had the opportunity to 
participate in a Skype session with authors 
James Burks and Jimmy Gownley.  

In order to prepare for the sessions, the 
students studied graphic novels.  They learned 
about the text features and how to read a 
graphic novel.  Then we read texts by the 
authors.  The students made inferences in 
order to determine what happened in the 
“gutters” (the spaces between the picture 
panels), analyzed characters and thought 
about the themes of the text.  Along with 
preparing for the session by familiarizing 
ourselves with the text features of graphic 
novels and with the authors, the students also 
prepared questions to ask the author.  The 
questions they asked pertained to the writing 
process and to specific craft techniques that 
the authors used in their texts. 



 

 
4 

Instructional Technology Newsletter March 2017 

6th Grade Social Studies 
Mesoamerican 

Newspaper Project 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Jessica Ding’s 6th Grade 
students worked in groups to write a 
newspaper from the Maya, Aztec, 
or Inca time period. Students 
researched, wrote, and compiled 
articles for a newspaper on the 
Chromebook. Students used 
websites and pages we compiled on 
Blendspace to research the 
civilization and wrote their articles 
in a newspaper template on Google 
Docs. Students were able to share 
and communicate in Google to 
work as a team. 

Infusing Technology into Instruction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On February 2, 2017 the new teachers at 
Franklin Park School attended a workshop 
on “Infusing Technology into Instruction”.  
Facilitated by Mrs. Gloria Niebergall.  At 
the workshop the teachers learned about 
different types of technology resources to 
assist with their teaching in various content 
areas.  A Google folder was shared which 
includes the tools they need to get started. 

More information, please contact Ms. 
Gloria Neibergall, Teacher at Franklin Park 
School. 
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About Us 
Edward Ward 

A recent addition to the Franklin Township Team, as the Supervisor of Instructional 
Technology, I’m very excited for the various technology initiatives, and  programs  that 
will have a positive impact on  our Franklin  Township Community. I have over 20 years 
experience as a Classroom teacher, Technology Specialist, Systems Administrator/Web 
Programmer, Supervisor, Board Member and  “Parent”. I’m passionate about technology 
and the impact on education and my goal is to create multiple, ongoing technology 
opportunities for our administrators, teachers and students. 
 

Myra Hardy 

As an Instructional Technology Coach in Franklin, I enjoy providing support to teachers 
as they integrate technology in the classroom. I also enjoy discovering new learning 
opportunities that incorporate a variety of digital tools that increase student achievement 
and student ability to communicate and collaborate globally. 

Ted Samaras 

Being an Instructional Technology Coach in Franklin, I am impressed by seeing how 
much the district has grown in a few short years.  The interactions that I have with staff 
and students on a daily basis is truly enjoyable and it solidifies the fact that technology is 
more about the people using it and how they use it than it is about the technology itself. 

Connie Tripi 
I am an Instructional Technology Coach in the district. I am passionate about working 
with students, teachers and administrators to support everyone as they make the most of 
various learning technologies. I believe technology should be used as a tool for learning 
and work to ensure 21st century skills are modeled for and developed by all learners. 
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Resources	  to	  support	  effective	  technology	  initiatives	  	  

https://www.k12blueprint.com/	  
A	  cool	  tool	  to	  create	  and	  collaborate	  in	  the	  world	  

https://padlet.com/	  
Six	  	  Ed	  Tech	  Tools	  to	  Try	  in	  2017	  
	  
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/ed-‐tech-‐tools-‐2017/	  
Eight	  Tips	  For	  The	  New	  Techy	  Teacher	  
	  
http://www.teachmag.com/archives/9555	  
Introduction	  to	  the	  SAMR	  Model	  with	  resources	  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/videos/introduction-‐to-‐the-‐samr-‐model	  
STEM	  Grant	  Opportunities	  in	  NJ	  

https://www.stemfinity.com/stem-‐grants-‐new-‐jersey	  
What	  is	  Future	  Ready	  Schools	  NJ	  about?	  
	  
http://www.frsnj.org/	  
11	  EdTech	  Trends	  to	  Watch	  in	  2017	  

https://www.iste.org/explore/articleDetail?articleid=865	  
Intel	  Education	  –	  Learning	  Without	  Limits	  

http://www.intel.com/content/www/us/en/education/intel-‐education.html	  

District	  Technology	  Committee’s	  	  

Cool	  Instructional	  Technology	  Resources	  

http://www.franklinboe.org/Page/13183 


