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A group of fourteen FMS students participated in St. Joseph High School (St. 

Joes) 4th Annual Middle School Science Bowl on Saturday, March 17th. These 

students, eight 7th- and six 8th-graders, were among 135 other middle school 

peers representing 12 New Jersey Middle schools. 

St. Joes Science Bowl is modeled after the National Science Bowl which is a 

competitive science education and academic event among teams of high 

school and middle school students who compete in a verbal forum to solve 

technical problems and answer questions in all branches of science and math. 

At Saturday’s event, students were individually tested on multiple choice 

questions and an essay question, and the four schools with the highest total 

points were selected to compete in the Science Bowl. Per Bowl rules, the 1st 

and 2nd place schools competed against each other, and the 3rd and 4th place 

team competed against each other. FMS was the 4th place school and a five-

member team was created to compete against the 3rd place school, Pond 

Road Middle School (Robbinsville, NJ). The score separation between FMS 

and its 3rd place competitor was less than 5 points. 

The FMS ‘Science Warrior’ team was 7th graders Trevor Shu and Andrew 

Yong and 8th graders Alexander Shu, Kelvin Qian, and Sean Maggio; these 

students obtained the top scores among the FMS students, and they selected 

Kevin Qian as their team captain. Kelvin was also honored by the Science 

Bowl organizing committee for his excellent essay on Stem Cells. The 

committee chair publicly acknowledged Kelvin’s stellar performance and 

presented him with a special prize. He was the only student of the 135 

participating students who received this honor. In private conversations with 

the Bowl coordinator, Mrs. Jeanne Marie McNamara, she expressed her 

amazement about Kelvin’s essay and his keen understanding of stem cells, its 

application to medicine and its ethical and legal usage.  

The completion between FMS and Pond Road School was very exciting and 

our talented students demonstrated poise, intellect and coordinated 

teamwork. Under the leadership of Captain Kelvin, the team confidently and 

correctly responded to a myriad of Earth Science, Life Science, Physical 

Science, General Science and Mathematics questions. At the end of the two 

eight minute matches against Pond Road Middle school, FMS was 

triumphantly victorious and was awarded the third place prize in the form of 

a plaque which read: St. Joseph High School 4th Annual Middle School 

SCIENCE Bowl March 17th 2012 Third Place Team. The plaque will be 

presented to the FMS Principal Roberta Mitchell for permanent display at 

Franklin Middle School. Each of the five membered teammates also received 

a commemorative lapel ‘Science’ pin.  

As the coordinator and participating parent, it is my distinct honor and great 

privilege to congratulate our wonderful and intelligent FMS students for a 

fantastic performance. Collectively these 14 students obtained one of the four 

converted positions required for participation in the Science Bowl and as a 

five membered team, they performed admirably in an exemplary team effort 

to place third in this competitive education and academic event. On behalf of 

the other attending and supportive parents, thank you students for proudly 

representing FMS at St. Joes 4th Annual Middle School Science Bowl. You are 

indeed academic heroes and your performance will serve as a template for 

future FMS competitors. 

 

The students who proudly represented Franklin Middle School at St. 

Joseph High School 4th Annual Middle School Science Bowl are: 

         7th Graders  8th Graders 

         Adia Fielder  Archana Raghunath 

         Trevor Shu  Evan Berger 

         Andrew Yong Kelvin Qian 

         Christopher Anderson Sean Maggio 

         Jonathan Walsh Shaun Guru 

         Laura Kiesche Alexander Shu 

         Marissa Auguste 

         Sophia Felix 

These students, all of whom received a certificated of participation 

and a T-shirt for the Science Bowl committee, should be justly 

commended for representing FMS in such a positive manner. The 

FMS administration is encouraged to publically acknowledge them 

via the PA system and public posting.  Their fellow FMS students 

and teachers must be made aware of their accomplishments and 

share in their joy as heroic academic champions. The PTSO 

Executive Board, on behalf of its membership, congratulates them on 

their achievement; the Board will discuss means of rewarding and 

supporting our budding scholars. We’ll also inform the Board of 

Education president and central office administrators about our 

students' success and proud representation of Franklin Township 

district Schools. 

 

 

FMS 2012 Science Bowl Championship Team 
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