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May 15, 2020 

 

Dear Franklin Families, 
 

I hope you and your family members remain in good health. We, as a district, continue to monitor the COVID-19 

outbreak and continue to follow the directions of all national, state and local public health authorities. As per the 

Governor’s announcement last week, we will be continuing with remote instruction for the remainder of the 2019-2020 

school year. The next phase (12-day cycle) of remote instruction titled, Remote Learning Phase IV, begins for Franklin 

Township Public Schools on Monday, May 18, 2020.  
 

We have designed Remote Learning Phase IV, after considering feedback from our most recent Remote Learning Survey. 

In this phase, we have kept many of the positive changes implemented in Phase III with a few minor adjustments. We are 

placing a larger emphasis on synchronous learning opportunities while keeping in mind the challenges some families face 

while learning in a synchronous environment. As in Phase III, the documents in Phase IV for the most part have been 

created as “in App online editable” meaning there is no need to print work to complete it except in a very few instances. 

We continue to encourage staff to streamline the number of different computer applications being utilized to help families 

better adjust to specific online platforms. Again, these adjustments are the direct result of feedback gained through our 

faculty and family surveys. We will continue to survey faculty and families periodically as we continue in remote mode 

and plan to utilize the input to inform the design of the final phases of remote learning.  
 

Now that the Governor has closed school buildings for the balance of the 2019-2020 school year, we are finalizing plans 

for end of year activities such as locker and desk cleanout, collection of materials from students, FHS Commencement, 

and FMS Promotion. With that said, given the unique circumstances of our current situation, all of these activities will be 

different from what is usual. First, with regard to locker clean out, rather than students cleaning out lockers themselves, 

staff will clean out lockers stowing student personal belongings in a bag which will be tagged and prepared for pickup in 

late May. Your building principal will be reaching out in the next week to explain how you will be able to retrieve your 

personal belongings. With regard to collection of school issued materials, we will only be collecting school issued 

materials from those students that are transitioning to a new building next school year. This means only Grades 5, 8 and 

12 students will need to hand in materials. For those in Grades 5, 8 and 12 who are required to turn materials back, your 

building principal will provide directions on how to do so during the first part of June.  
 

Lastly, in keeping within the most recent national, state, and local guidance, the Grade 8 promotion exercises and the 

Grade 12 commencement exercises will both be virtual this year.  The secondary principals have been working with 

several staff members to develop unique virtual promotion and commencement plans. In addition to the virtual ceremony, 

we are working with local law enforcement to arrange an opportunity for our graduating high school seniors to return to 

campus in a manner consistent with the current regulations before the school year is completed.  The principals will be 

reaching out next week to provide each Grade 8 and Grade 12 family with more details on the virtual ceremonies. 

Although we realize it is difficult to generate the atmosphere that typically surrounds both of these events, both virtual 

ceremonies are shaping up nicely and we are hopeful you will enjoy the experience.  
 

In closing, I want to update everyone on changes to the 2019-2020 school calendar. We will credit back the two remaining 

emergency closing days by shortening the school year. This means that the official last day of school for the 2019-2020 

school year will now be June 23, 2020. Again, I want to thank everyone for their resiliency and continued support.  

 

Go Warriors!          

 

 
 


