
Superintendent’s Report  
May 26, 2011 

 

On Sunday May 15, 2011, I, along with Franklin Board of Education members, Delvin Burton, Tom 
Lewis and Eva Nagy, joined approximately 175 members of our school and town community in the 
Franklin Express Event, the 5K walk/run in support of our Rock for Reading Campaign.  Despite the 
wet weather, we all had a great morning combining exercise and a worthy cause.  Before the event 
was over, plans were being made to continue the tradition next year.  Thanks to Bill Grippo, the 
force behind the Rock for Reading Campaign, Sara Di Geronimo and Stephanie Daniels, chairpersons 
of this event, their committee and Atlantic Express, the major sponsor of the run.    
 

Now that the Rock for Reading Campaign is coming to its conclusion, we are getting ready to build 
up our classroom libraries.  The first step in this process is to inventory all of the classroom libraries 
in the District, grades K-8.  We will be reaching out to the community asking for volunteers to help 
us with this project.  The first “ad” for volunteers will be posted on the District web site tomorrow 
and others will follow in the coming weeks.  Thank you in advance for any time you may be able to 
give.  
 

Just a reminder that there will be a free public performance of Shadows – the stories behind bullying 
at Franklin High School on Wednesday, June 8, 2011 at 7:30 pm.  This drama will also be receiving an 
award from the Mental Health Association in New Jersey on June 22, 2011.  Please call or email 
Mary Clark at the District office for more information on the award ceremony. 
 

In keeping with District practice, we currently have two staff members suspended with pay.   
 

In keeping with the District’s effort to reduce energy costs, our Food Services Department recently 
sponsored a “green day” where no ovens were used in the District.  Cold lunches were served and 
energy was saved.  After meeting with students and in compliance with federal regulations, some 
new items were added to our school lunch menu.  Pre-packaged sandwiches have been replaced 
with a “build your own sub” item and chicken caeser salad is now available.   
 

Congratulations to the Franklin High School Music Department who swept the Music in the Parks 
Festival at Hershey Park a few weeks ago.  “Good work”,  to the Guitar Ensemble under the direction 
of Roger Spinella; the Madrigal Singers under the direction of Betty DeMonic; the String Ensemble 
under the direction of Maryann Spinella and the Gospel Choir under the direction of Timothy 
Walton.  Dantee Ramos earned an outstanding vocal soloist award as well. i

 
   

I would also like to commend Howard Gaber, Franklin High School Industrial Arts teacher and his 
students who received high praise from a representative of The Art Institute following a career 
presentation last week.  This representative said that he was impressed by the knowledge and skills 
displayed by Mr. Gaber’s students.   
 

I recently attended the Somerset County High School Principals’ Association Scholar-Athlete Award 
Dinner, with Franklin High School Principal Dr. Neely Hackett, Board member Eva Nagy and 
Basketball Coach Mr. Kerry Foderingham.  I was so proud to learn that the two students from 
Franklin High School honored at this dinner, Stephen Carr and Dan Thanh Le both had the distinction 
of being accepted into Ivy League schools. 
 



Tomorrow afternoon, I will be joining Principal Jennifer Whitner at Pine Grove Manor School for her 
monthly Reading Rally.  In the past Ms. Whitner has motivated her students to keep up with their 
reading assignments by performing stunts at these rallies to entertain them.  I have accepted Ms. 
Whitner’s invitation to join in on one of these stunts tomorrow.  While the details of my stunt have 
been kept secret from both Ms. Whitner and me, I look forward to supporting the readers of Pine 
Grove Manor and being part of their Reading Rally, I hope.   
 
I know that Mrs. Brown will be speaking about the Franklin Township Memorial Day parade.  I urge 
all of our students and families who can participate in the parade to do so, to remember and to 
appreciate our veterans.  My best wishes to all for a Happy and Safe Holiday weekend.   
 

                                                           
i Another award winner’s name was omitted for purposes of publishing this report on the District web site.   


