
Superintendent’s Report  
August 25, 2011 

 
AYP Status   
Today we received notification of the 2011-2012 AYP status.  This status is based on last year’s student 
performance on the NJ ASK Grades 3-8 and HSPA Grade 11.  I’m pleased to announce that FHS made 
AYP in both Language Arts Literacy and Mathematics.  Conerly Road School, Franklin Park School, 
MacAfee Road School and Pine Grove Manor also made AYP in both Language Arts Literacy and 
Mathematics.  I will be even more pleased next year when all of our schools achieve AYP...no pressure 
staff.   
 
We plan to present the 2011 testing data and outline specific student gains made in these content areas 
in late October.  We would like to thank our Board of Education members, administrators, teachers, 
parents and students for all their hard work, support and commitment to the continuing improvement of 
our school district.   
 
Back to School Information   
Information about classroom assignments for our elementary level schools and student schedules for our 
secondary level students are scheduled to go home to parents/guardians tomorrow or early next week.  
The school calendar dates have been posted on the district website calendar.  A paper list of important 
calendar dates will be sent home shortly while the full paper calendar should be sent home by mid-
September.   
 
Food Services   
Free and reduced meal applications were mailed to every household in the district.  In addition, they are 
available at the schools, in the Food Services Office in the Administration Building and on the district 
website. The children in our school district need your help. The information on the application enables the 
district to receive millions of dollars in state and federal aid.  Please carefully fill out the application and 
submit one application per household. 
 
As a convenience to parents, the Food Services Department is offering a 10% discount the first time they 
deposit money into their child’s Food Services Account between August 1st and August 31st.  Food 
Services will continue to use Meal Pay Plus (www.mealpayplus.com) for parents to make on-line 
payments 24/7. Students with money in their account get through the line faster, have more time to eat 
and enjoy recess, and their parents do not have to worry about them losing their lunch money. 
 
PBSIS Initiative   
Earlier this year the district applied for a grant opportunity with the Positive Behavior Supports in Schools 
Initiative.  I am pleased to announce that both Sampson G. Smith School and Franklin Park School have 
been accepted to participate in this Initiative.  The Initiative, a collaborative effort between the NJ 
Department of Education - Office of Special Education and the Elizabeth M. Boggs Center on 
Developmental Disabilities at the Robert Wood Johnson Medical School of New Jersey, will provide staff 
training and technical assistance to these schools over the next two years through the grant.  The 
Positive Behavior Supports in Schools Program is a data driven, tiered intervention system to create 
positive learning environments for all students, with a specific focus on students with disabilities.   
 
September 11th Remembered   
On Friday, September 9, 2011, the district will join with schools across our nation to commemorate the 
tragic events of September 11, 2001.  In all classes and at all grade levels, students will engage in age-
appropriate lessons that will focus their attention on tolerance, diversity, kindness and justice.  During the 
morning of September 9th, each school building will begin the day with a reading, a moment of reflection, 
and a musical piece--either vocal or instrumental--presented via the PA system.  Lessons from the State-
approved curriculum, “Learning from the Challenges of Our Times: Global Security, Terrorism and 9/11 in 
the Classroom,” will be presented in grades K-12.  Students will also have the opportunity to express 
themselves through the arts.  Art teachers will be working with elementary students on a “Wall of Peace”, 
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a collection of original student illustrations and writings that will hang proudly in the school 
cafeteria/assembly area. 
 
Later in the evening of September 9, 2011, the Board of Education will join with Franklin Township and 
the Franklin Township Fire Chief’s Association in holding a memorial service at the Franklin Township 
Municipal Building beginning at 6:30 pm.  This service will honor those killed at the World Trade Center 
and to pay special tribute to those whose lives were lost in the tragedy that had a personal connection to 
Franklin Township.  Please join us in remembering all those who lost their lives on September 11, 2001 at 
the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and on hijacked Flight 93 that crashed in Shanksville, PA.    
 
Books in the Park – Summer Reading Program   
Later this year we will schedule a presentation from the two district teachers who conducted the Books in 
the Park Summer Reading Program.   At this time I would like to update the Board on the program’s 
success this summer.  Books in the Park, a mobile lending library, checked out 1330 books to 
approximately 300 participants this summer.  Student volunteers from Franklin High School and Franklin 
Middle school clocked a combined 245 hours.  I would like to thank teachers Fran Bardusco and Connie 
Stanzione for their hard work on the program this summer.   
 
Book Inventory   
I am pleased to report that the classroom library inventory has been completed at Elizabeth Avenue 
School.   We have begun this work at Pine Grove Manor School as well.  My thanks to the volunteers and 
staff who have worked on this project.  Invitations for additional volunteers to help will be posted on the 
district website shortly.   
 
Building Use   
In an effort to conserve energy, beginning in September of 2011, the use of district facilities by outside 
organizations will be limited to the following schools: Franklin Park School, Sampson G. Smith School, 
Franklin Middle School and Franklin High School.  
 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and the Franklin Park Annex  
During the 2009-2010 school year the District applied for a grant for funding for special education through 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  We were awarded the grant and have added four special 
education classrooms to the Franklin Park School Annex, completed the process of having all records for 
special education students placed on PDF files, purchased computers for child study team use and 
supplies for special education classrooms.  Several items listed in the original American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act application were less costly than anticipated.  We were able to use the resulting 
$120,000 for instructional materials for the special education program.  The grant was amended to 
purchase portable F.M. Systems for special education classrooms, computers and IPADS for use by 
special education children, and the Edmark Reading Program. 
 
Special Education   
In July the Board of Education approved a consultant experienced in the area of special education to 
assist the administration by acting as a liaison with the Parent Advisory Committee.  The consultant met 
with departmental administrators on August 17, 2011 and subsequently began meeting with parents on 
August 18, 2011.  During the August 17, 2011 meeting, plans were developed for Mr. Vitale, Consultant, 
to meet with the Parent Advisory Committee on a regular basis beginning in September of 2011.  We look 
forward to continuing this type of collaborative working relationship.   
 


