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Congratulations to our newly elected Board of Education members, Mr. Delvin Burton and Ms. 
Keisha Smith-Carrington and to Mrs. Eva Nagy on her re-election. My thanks to the other 
candidates who gave of their time to run for the Board of Education this year.  Congratulations 
to Mrs. Brown and Dr. Presley on their new positions as Board President and Vice President.   
 

My sincere gratitude to the Franklin Township Community for your support of the 2011-2012 
school budget and for approving the second question on this year’s election ballot. While I 
realize that the budget process has not been easy these past few years, I am so very proud of 
the way that our Board of Education, administration, collective bargaining units, parent support 
groups, local elected officials and the community at large came together to not only create and 
pass a budget that protects instruction and learning, but also brought back some sorely missed 
extra-curricular activities. While I recognize that there is much more that needs to be done, we 
should be heartened by the progress that we have made thus far. I look forward to working 
with this new Board of Education and our entire community as we continue our work to improve 
the quality of education and services provided to the students of Franklin Township Public 
Schools.  
 

I am pleased to announce that Shadows, a bullying device drama, researched, created and 
performed by our high school students under the supervision of teachers Jennifer Little and 
Michael Pinnex has been chosen as a recipient of the 2011 Golden Bell Leadership Award from 
the Mental Health Association in New Jersey.  The purpose of this prestigious honor is to 
acknowledge the outstanding performance of an individual or group that has made a significant 
contribution in the mental health of children or adults.  This year’s honorees were selected due 
to their accomplishments in pioneering anti-bullying programs for youth. There will be an award 
presentation on June 22, 2011 at 6 p.m., at the Crystal Plaza in Livingston and a free public 
performance of the piece at Franklin High School on Wednesday, June 8, 2011.  More details on 
these events will be available on our web site shortly.   
 

Registration:   

I am pleased to report that the District Web Page dedicated to the registration process has 
been recently updated to include downloadable registration forms.  Parents can now print these 
forms and complete them at home instead of at the District office.   

Department of Education Web Site 

The New Jersey Department of Education has recently updated their website as well.  There is 
now a more family focused web page available via the Department of Education website or at 
www.NJFamilies.com. This webpage has resources to help parents and guardians support their 
child’s education and navigate the school system.   

Energy News:   

The Solar Power installation provided by the Somerset County Improvement Authority is 
presently underway on four rooftops in the district.  Franklin High School, Pine Grove Manor, 
Elizabeth Avenue and Franklin Park School are getting nearly 1000 kilowatts of green power 
combined.  Live monitoring is also available so we can learn about how much electricity our 

http://www.njfamilies.com/�


systems are generating. The District is projected to save more than $150,000 toward our 
electric bills after one year.  

The solar installations will provide nearly nine-percent of our electricity with renewable power 
but conservation is important also.  So far our “Biggest Losers” of energy waste were Elizabeth 
Avenue with a 14% reduction and Sampson G. Smith with 12%.  A special congratulations goes 
out to Franklin Middle School for their 15% energy reduction for November – January.  I would 
like to thank Connie Coriell, Coordinator of the Schools for Energy Efficiency program and for all 
of our staff members who have made serious attempts to conserve energy this year.   

Rock for Reading Franklin Express 
 
This Sunday, May 15, 2011, the Franklin Express 5K Run/Walk will be held beginning at Franklin 
High School.  This is the final major event of the Rock for Reading – Campaign for 1000 Books.  
Registration begins at 7:30 AM on Sunday at the high school with a fun run beginning at 9:30 
and the 5K beginning at 10 AM.  More information is available on the District web site. 
 

Personnel Update 
 

In keeping with District practice, there are two staff members currently suspended without pay.    
 

Award News 
 

Franklin High School senior Amber Walker was named as a Gates Millennium Scholar for 2011.  
Ms. Walker was chosen for her leadership, community service and academic achievements and 
as one of the 1,000 students selected for this award, will receive a scholarship that pays the 
difference between her financial aid and full tuition at an approved college or university.  We 
are very proud of Ms. Walker. 
 

Congratulations also to our Franklin High School students who participated in the 22nd annual 
NAACP ACT-SO Youth Olympics.  Our students competed in academic disciplines including 
Humanities, Visual Arts, Performing Arts, Sciences and Business and garnered 9 medals.  
Congratulations also to our Junior Achievement - Franklin High School – Heroes of Franklin 
Township who served as New Jersey Business Hall of Fame Student Ambassadors at a recent 
event.   
 

Our Latin Club continued to shine at the state convention last month, winning 36 awards 
including recognition as the third most active Latin club in the state.  While at the recent 
Somerset County Track and Field Championships, our athletes swept the team titles.  We are 
not just proud of our students but our teachers as well.  Congratulations to our Science 
Specialist Mr. Joseph De Rosa and Life Science Teacher Ms. Birgit Ayrey on being recognized as 
Teachers of Excellence by the Rutgers Sigma Xi Research Society.   


