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It has been a very warm and beautiful summer, and I hope you were able to travel, play and relax.  The 2012-13 
school year is almost here, and we are thrilled to be starting up again.  We have wonderful expectations of 
success for your student, and we are looking forward to partnering with you to help them have the best 
educational experience possible.   
 
This week I was able to go by the high school and see the band practicing and, in many ways, that is how it feels 
right now.  We are striking up the band getting ready to welcome a new year! 
 
Technology  
We have new technology resources coming into the schools for our teachers, administrators and students. The 
savings from our budget revision process has allowed us to more than quadruple the availability of technology 
resources in every school.  Each teacher will have a laptop computer and each administrator will also have a 
laptop or IPAD.   We are equipping our staff and students to excel in the use of technology to improve teaching 
and learning.   
 
We have new leadership in place at Pine Grove Manor School and Franklin High School and in key central office 
positions.  And most of all we have new opportunities to collaborate with you, our parent partners, to make 2012-
2013 even better than the year before.  More details will be forthcoming. 
 
As we follow the band analogy, I want to draw your attention to a few of our shining instruments: 
 
Sporting Event Ticket Prices 
The Board has worked diligently to launch some exciting initiatives, and while you were away we have been busy 
preparing for your return.  One example is the exciting news from Mr. Tom Lewis, our resident expert on sporting 
life, regarding the decrease in sporting event ticket prices. 
 
Mr. Lewis said, “I want to thank the new FHS Principal Jim Bevere, Athletic Director Kim Kenny, Mr. Calavano 
and Mr. Seto.  In an ongoing review it was found that our ticket prices for athletic events were higher than the 
State average.  I’m happy to report that starting in the Fall, new prices will be in effect.  Adults will now be  
$4.00, students/seniors $2.00 and district employees are free.  This is a great first step, and I’ve asked the 
administration to continue to work to reduce ticket prices even more.  I would love to see students allowed  
in at no charge at some point in the future.  The first home game is September 25th, and I hope to see everyone 
there!  Thank you!” 
 
Goal-Setting 
We will also be completing goal-setting as a board and district over the coming weeks.  Today we had one of a 
series of meetings to solidify district goals and expectations for 2012-2013.  As we go through the year, the 
Superintendent and I will continue to provide updates on progress and process. 
 
And now for my favorite part of the report … WAY TO GO!  Where is that FHS band when you need them?  
 
Way To Go Justin Miller! 
Franklin Middle School Social Studies Teacher, Justin Miller, answered a survey in the Asbury Park Press about 
what he will be doing this summer -- see the write up below.  Photos of him and the students he was coaching 
appeared in the article on-line.  Why coach? 
 
"Some of the kids are going on summer vacations and their families have a lot planned for them. But some of 
them say they're doing this so they're not just sitting on the couch and watching TV all summer.  If I have a bunch 
of kids who are willing to exercise, get in shape and do something positive then, absolutely, I want to be part of 
working out with them.  For me it's a half-hour drive, three days a week and doesn't require equipment or a 
building. We run in the park and if they want to join me, they're welcome!” 
 



Way To Go  Shadows Program! 
 
The Shadows feature was nominated for an Emmy!  Jennifer Little and Michael Pinnix of Franklin High School 
have worked with students to create this device drama on bullying using interviews and surveys from FHS 
students.  It has already won the Golden Bell Award from the Mental Health Association in New Jersey and the 
focus of a segment on New Jersey Classroom Close-up, which has been nominated for an Emmy! 
 
Way to Go Communications Committee & Administrative Team!   
In response to comments made during public comment, directly to administration and submitted via the 
communication survey, there will be more uniformity on the district and school websites in relation to the Short 
Cuts located on the main page.  Information which parents at each school frequently access, such as staff 
directory, school hours and emergency closing information will now be located in the same place on the main 
page of each website.  Calendars will now include an end time on each event that appears on the district and 
school-based websites.  These changes will be up and running by the beginning of the school year. 
 
As always, there is no need to be afraid to blow your own trumpet … OK, I promise that is the last band reference. 
 
Feel free to send us the good news of Franklin so we can continue to recognize the great work happening here! 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Teletha Brown 
 
 
 
 


