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We as a Board have started the 2012-13 school year on an energetic note. This is for the district 
and for the Board a time to reset the clock, leveraging last year’s lessons to build on our progress 
and capture the promise of the new school year.  For our parents, we hope that you will be 
partners in our continued progress this year.  
 
Local News  
Assemblyman Chivakula’s backpack initiative continues to grow, and this year they collected over 
500 backpacks to share with students in the surrounding area.  I was honored to be there to 
represent the BOE in accepting Franklin’s share!  On behalf of the students and district, I send a 
big thank you to him and his staff for such a great effort! 
 
An exciting convocation and opening to the school year was held at the high school.  The 
Superintendent highlighted recently-tenured staff to raucous applause.  The vision for 2012-13 
was shared, and I left energized and ready for the new year and I think the staff did as well! 
We are excited to share several new programs this year, such as new curriculum and new 
technology in our schools!   
 
Outside the classroom we are experiencing great achievements by our athletic teams, as 
evidenced by our football team’s 42-41overtime win to Hunterdon Central! 
 
District Website 
Check out our website!  You will find a revamped FTPS website with key changes to make 
browsing and finding easier.  Revised shortcuts and new teacher pages are sure to greet you in 
the near future. 
 
Coming Attractions 
We will need your continued support as we move into some critical undertakings this year.  We 
look forward to seeing you at our Strategic Planning Meeting on Saturday, September 29th, at 10 
AM at Franklin High School.  The event will be a culmination of our meeting series and give you a 
better idea of where we will be headed in the coming years. 
 
The first Parent Advisory Committee on Special Education will meet on Monday, September 24th, 
at the Sampson G. Smith Library from 7 – 9 PM.   
 
In the coming months, you will also receive more information about district goals. The Board of 
Education and Superintendent will provide a series of updates to keep you abreast of our 
progress in key areas like curriculum, facilities and community engagement. 
 
We are reaching out to you in hopes that you will work with us every step of the way. 
 
Audience Responses: 
 
Great Expectations 
There was a question from the audience regarding a Great Expectations report describing the 
outcomes from last year.  It is in the works.  We are also expecting a proposal that will detail 
services for 2012-2013. 
 
Board Meetings in Cafeteria 
The relocation of our BOE meetings to the cafeteria is a result of community requests and it is 
currently in a trial period.  Many board members and some members of the public have provided 
positive comments. 
 



 
 
 
 
Posting the Board of Education Calendar 
On the District website, under the Board of Education page, is a new page called Board of 
Education Calendar.   It shows board meeting and committee meeting dates and will be updated 
weekly.   
 
Please continue to share your thoughts as we endeavor to improve our communication in actions 
and words. 
 
WAY TO GO Report 
  
Way To Go EAS Positive Support Program!   
The staff at Elizabeth Avenue has begun the Bucket Filler program with two assemblies and 
teacher training.  Bucket Fillers is not only to encourage but to teach children about showing 
respect and kindness to others.  EAS staff has volunteered their time for three fundraisers for 
Bucket Fillers.  The first was a spaghetti dinner, the second a movie night, and the most recent 
was held on June 22nd (the day after the students last day). This fundraiser consisted of face- 
painting, sports, crafts and many other fun family activities. The finale was a fire truck that 
allowed the students to cool off in a water activity! 
 
Way To Go ESL/Bilingual Department!   
Julie Ochoa, Supervisor ESL/Bilingual/World Languages K – 8, along with two Hillcrest teachers, 
Jeff Linn and Mei Hui, presented a workshop last spring at a State Conference for ESL teachers 
(NJTESOL) on teaching academic language. The workshop focused on turn keying strategies 
that were taught to us by the ESL consultant, Maryann Cucchiara. 
 
Way To Go Math & Science Teachers!   
Thirty seven teachers of Math and Science attended a two-week Summer Institute at Kean 
University in July 2012.  The teachers received 80 hours of training in specific content areas of 
Discrete Math and Data Analysis and Earth Systems Science.  These teachers will be working on 
Lesson Study during the school year as part of Year 3 of the Math - Science Partnership with 
Kean University.  Their objective is to collaborate in the preparation, implementation and revision 
of lessons for the benefit of the students throughout the district. 
 
Way To Go Conerly Road School!   
The PTO of Conerly Road School ran a wonderful event after the morning drop-off on September 
6th, called the Kiss and Cry.  Parents/guardians of Pre-K and K students were invited to join PTO 
representatives and other parents for light refreshments and to share the moment of dropping 
their little one off on the first day of school.  New parents were able to ask questions of other 
parents and PTO representatives.   
 
Way To Go Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalists!   
Each year less than 1% of high school seniors earn the honor of this title and a shot at $32 million 
in college scholarship opportunities through the National Merit Scholarship Program.  Students 
enter the contest by taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.  To 
become a finalist and have access to nearly 8,300 different scholarships, the semifinalist and his 
or her high school must submit a detailed application providing the semifinalist's academic record, 
in-school and community activities, leadership abilities and honors and awards received. The 
semifinalist also must write an essay and earn SAT scores that confirm the student's earlier 
performance on his or her qualifying test. 
   
I am so proud to announce that to date, Franklin High School has been notified that we have two 
semifinalists, Kevin Liu and Jinal R. Patel.  Three categories of scholarships will be offered in the 



spring of 2013.  The finalists will be announced shortly thereafter and scholarship winners will be 
announced starting in April and concluding in July.  Good luck to our semifinalists! 


