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Good evening all and thank you for coming.  I want to highlight a few things that are happening in the district for 
you. 
 
Kudos to Mr. Seto and his staff for the recent district wide in-service on the Danielson framework for effective 
teaching practices.   It is a research-based model for organizing and demystifying the principles of teaching. 
Grouped into four domains (planning and preparation, classroom environment, instruction and professional 
responsibilities), it has 22 components and 76 smaller elements. The Charlotte Danielson framework scientifically 
structures the act of teaching. The board will continue to bring you updates including the formation of a committee 
entitled DEAC (District Evaluation Advisory Committee) and others.   
 
Many of you may have noticed that this year there was an additional night of evening conferences so that more 
parents could attend evening conferences. The feedback from parents has been positive!  A huge thanks to all of 
the teachers and administrators for this effort. 
 
Our agenda tonight includes the Strategic Plan which will be reviewed tonight.  This document represents a 
landmark collaborative effort for this board which included parents, staff and administration and sets a vision for 
the next three years.  The Strategic Plan will be posted on the website and will be reviewed with the board and 
the public annually. Board members have reviewed it individually and provided feedback, and this will be the first 
reading of the board as a whole.  We will have an opportunity to provide feedback to the Superintendent.  I would 
also like to thank the Strategic Planning Committee for their service, particularly the Chair, Rich Seamon. 
Perhaps the board can discuss the merits of disbanding this committee once the plan has been formally 
accepted. 
 
I want to highlight that the election of a third of your future board is on November 6th.  I will not tell you how to vote  
as that would be improper, but I implore you to vote!   Franklin is turning a corner.  We have the technology, the 
tools and the teachers to continue to make great strides, and the board is a part of that equation.  This is the first 
time board members will be on the November ballot so be sure to look below the question for the board candidate 
names. 
 
Now it’s time for the best part of the Board Presidents Report!  Way to Go! 
 
Way to Go Tom Lewis! 
Board Member, Tom Lewis, was featured on My Central Jersey for his brick campaign.   If sheer will could get the 
facility completed, it would already be done! 
 
Way to Go to Franklin Students & Staff! 
Students and staff took part in the recent Sisters Network Walk.  It is great to see Franklin students participating in 
a community event!  The Sisters Network of Central New Jersey is having a fundraiser at Ruby Tuesday’s at 250 
Davidson Avenue on October 23, 24, and 25.  More information is available at the Administration Office.   
 
Way to Go Franklin High School!   
The Junior Achievement of New Jersey’s (JANJ) first ever Educator of the Year has been awarded to Ron 
Richter, Business Education Teacher at Franklin High School.   Mr. Richter will be recognized and presented the 
award at a state board meeting on October 23, 2012. 
 
Candice McKoy, FHS senior violinist, will be the opening act for poet Mark Doty this Sunday at 1:45 PM at the 
Van Liew-Suydam House, 280 So. Middlebush Road. Tickets are $7 for adults and $5 for students. Come out and 
support one of our own! 
 
Anti-bullying drama Shadows  --  after the cast performed at University Middle School in Irvington, Mr. Bevere 
received this message from VP Yolanda Dentley. ”It was a pleasure having your students perform for ours today. 
The Shadows and their moderators should be commended. Their message was relevant and professionally 
executed.  Our students were able to identify with the scenarios and became more and more enthralled as the 
performance progressed.  On behalf of the entire University Middle School family, we thank you all for sharing 



your time and talents with us.  We wish you much success as you spread your message of tolerance both here 
and abroad.”   
 
Way To Go Franklin Middle School!   
Praise for the FMS Family Writing Workshop and Dr. Rosemary King, Literacy Coach from a Franklin Middle 
School parent.  “Once again, thank you very much for a very instructive workshop, and I'm also very appreciative 
of your time.  Your Part I version of the FMS Family Writing Workshop was engaging, informative, interactive, 
lucid and pleasurable.  Like the other parents (and students), I learned many valuable lessons which will allow me 
to further assist and guide my daughter through her LAL class.” 
 
Way To Go Elizabeth Avenue School!  
On Thursday, October 4th, the Elizabeth Avenue School hosted a spaghetti dinner fundraiser to support the new 
Bucket Filler PBS program. Over 250 people attend the event.  More than 25 staff volunteered their time and/or 
donated food, beverages and money to this cause. The Bucket Filler program teaches children about showing 
respect for one another.  
 
On Friday, October 12th, EAS hosted a walk-a-thon for all students.  Students walked for half an hour. Proceeds 
from the event will benefit the Physical Education program at EAS. Ms. Meehan, a PE teacher at EAS, organized 
the event.  
 
Anti-Bullying Specialist, Lin Avellino, created the Peace Pole that now stands in front of the school.  She picked 
up the wood for the pole (over 5 feet tall), secured it with cement in a bucket and, with the help of family and other 
staff members, transported it back to EAS so that it could be “planted” in front of the building.  Linn also designed 
the pole which features the words for peace in many languages.  Earlier this month the students of Elizabeth 
Avenue School gathered around the pole during a Week of Respect ceremony.   
 
Way To Go MacAfee Road School!   
In the words of Principal, Bill Grippo, “The essence of public education is a working parent group…we are very 
fortunate at MacAfee to have such a team.”  Mr. Grippo was referring to a thank you email that PTO President, 
Kim Gordon, had sent out to her board thanking each one specifically for their job well done at the meeting the 
evening before.    
 
Earlier this month MacAfee had a packed house in both the library and cafeteria with their Parent Night for our 
AIS parents.  This excellent seminar conducted by Jean Motard and Jean Goetz offered parents a full perspective 
of the academic support programs and services offered their children.  Both Jean and Jean provided valuable and 
practical information to assist their children.  Following that session parents attended the first math seminar by 
new Math Coach, Beth Benjamin.  Beth was enthusiastic in her approach to math and offered the parents a good 
view of the full math program and ideas to excite their children in appreciating math at this grade level.  Thanks to 
Sue L, Sharon and Laurie Wells for also assisting in the events. 
 
Way To Go Conerly Road School!   
Volunteers on the Beautification Committee planted mums, applied mulch and painted benches. This has truly 
improved the beautification of the school for the CRS students and community. 
 
Students participated in the Global Community Project through the Prudential Company.  Volunteers painted a 
mural in the school gymnasium and an article is expected to be published in the Courier News and Home News 
Tribune on October 20th.  
 
Students participated in the Shoe Box Recycling Campaign in giving old shoes a new life for a worthy cause. 
 
I want to request that you all continue to tell the good news of Franklin, not just to me, but to each other. 
It does not take a whole lot of ingenuity to find a problem.  The real secret is finding a way to be a part of the 
solution!   Thank you all. 
 
 


