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Welcome to all of you and thank you for joining us this evening. 
 
I want to begin by sending well wishes to all of those affected by Sandy; some of you still struggling in the dark 
and the cold.  New Jersey as a whole and Franklin Township, specifically, endured a wallop when Sandy came 
through.  At the height of the hurricane, 23,000 Franklin residents were without power.  As of last week over 95% 
of them have it back but, as Councilman Wright said, speaking as a member of the 5%, “If you are in the 5%, you 
are less than thrilled to hear the news”.  As we try to return to normal, I hope we keep the caring and concerned 
spirits I saw during the weeks following the storm. 
 
People were sharing their homes, their heat and any information that could help someone else.  One such 
example was the action taken by FHS students from Socio that made a big difference.  We applaud them for their 
actions.  Educational experiences like this will take the students farther than intellect alone and will help them gain 
empathy and build character. 
 
There is another opportunity to help people in need this weekend. Volunteers are needed for this Saturday, 
November 17th, and Sunday, November 18th, at the Red Cross Distribution Center in Somerset.  The organization 
will lose many of their out-of-state volunteers as they begin to head home before the Thanksgiving travel rush. 
Assistance is needed loading trucks that will distribute the supplies to the affected areas in NJ that need it. The 
center will be open from 7 AM to 6 PM.  Just show up and sign up.  Assistance is also needed on Friday and 
lunch and water will be provided.  Please share this information:  American Red Cross, 1 Heller Park Lane, 
Somerset, NJ 08873 Questions? Call 855-813-1920. 
 
We also applaud all of the candidates that spent their time and effort to seek a seat on the board.  It is honorable 
to want to be a part of the solution.  The results are not yet final, so we do not know the ultimate make-up of the 
new board.  I hope all of them stay passionate about serving the students of Franklin. There is no shortage of 
ways to lend your voice and your energy to improving our district and our town. 
 
We want to send a special thank you to the staff that came in to help get their respective schools ready for 
students, even though they themselves may have been still dealing with challenges at home.  We send a special 
thanks to the SGS staff and leadership who went above and beyond to prepare Sampson and ready it for 
teaching and learning.  
 
We will vote tonight on emergency purchasing which is also an example of district staff getting out shortly after the 
storm, assessing damage and working to get resources for repairs right away.   The Chair of the Facilities 
Committee, Richard Seamon, was available as a resource at that time and we recognize his contribution. 
This entire report has been a thank you and a Way To Go, so I will simply continue to recognize those who are 
making magic here in Franklin. 
 
Way to Go Hillcrest School! 
Hillcrest School had a Caring Drive ending today entitled Kids Helping Kids.  The students, faculty staff and 
families in our school community donated many boxes of items such as school supplies, granola and cereal bars 
along with small toys for families In Brick and Point Pleasant, who had been displaced after Hurricane Sandy. 
 
Last month Hillcrest School students donated 276 pounds of canned goods to our local food bank and engaged in 
a Walk-a-thon.   
 
Way To Go Elizabeth Avenue School! 
EAS has implemented a new program called SEW (Value Self, Value Education, Value World). This group of 21 
students who work their teachers, Elizabeth Thompson, Patricia Martinelli, Monica Grosso and Jackie DeFilippis, 
are assigned tasks such as making morning announcements.  They are sponsoring a fundraiser for relief of 
victims of Hurricane Sandy.  Students bring in $1.00 and as a reward can wear pajamas to school. This is helping 
the victims of the hurricane while increasing school spirit.   
 
Way to Go Sampson G. Smith School! 



SGS students will help load the rack truck to carry over 3000 pounds of food to the Franklin Township Food Bank 
on November 20th.  This was an incredible collection effort by the students and staff of SGS.  Some of the 
ambassadors will also travel to the food bank for a tour.   
 
Way to Go Pine Grove Manor School! 
Third and fourth grade girls participate in a program called Girls on the Run.  The program inspires girls to be 
joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, experience-based curriculum that creatively integrates running. The 
program combines training for a 3.1 mile running event with self-esteem enhancing and uplifting workouts.  
 
Way to Go Conerly Road School 
CRS is holding a food drive to support the Franklin Food Bank during these difficult times.  They are accepting 
non-perishable items and canned foods until Tuesday, November 20th. 
 
In honor of Veterans Day, CRS students at CRS are writing letters to our soldiers stationed in Afghanistan.  
Susan Panchery, CRS secretary, has a brother stationed there and will coordinate the effort.  This is one of 
CRS’s community service projects. 
 
Way to Go MacAfee Road School! 
On Thursday, October 4th, the Reading Incentive Committee kicked off the "Growing a Garden of Readers” 
program.  The Reading Incentive Committee partnered with the MacAfee PTO for this event.  The evening began 
with a presentation Mrs. Hurd.  Then the parents/guardians attended a literacy workshop presented by Mrs. 
Motard and Mrs. Goetz (AIS staff).  The parents were given strategies and tips to help their young readers. While 
the parents were in their workshop, the students enjoyed some wonderful stories read to them by MacAfee Road 
staff.   At the conclusion of the workshops, the families made books from the Read and Rise program from 
Scholastic Books. The books were donated by the PTO.  We concluded the night with great desserts (donated by 
MacAfee staff).    
 
A class at MacAfee Road School had a 4-hour pet food drive at the Somerset Shop-Rite for the Franklin 
Township Animal Shelter.  They collected $223 and five shopping carts filled with cat food, dog food, catnip, 
animal toys and so much more!  Students are unable to volunteer at the pet shelter until they are 18 years of age, 
but they wanted to make a difference anyway.  A special scheduled visit to the shelter took place on October 23rd 
to unload the supplies.  Mr. Rick at the shelter was so happy and even let the students hold and feed some of the 
kittens! 
 
Way to Go Franklin High School!  
Following Hurricane Sandy, 20 Franklin High Schools students, alumni and their mentors created an online map 
of open and closed gas stations in the tri-state area to keep the community at large informed with up-to-date data 
via a student-manned call center at Rutgers University.   
 
Franklin High School’s Model UN Team is one of the top chapters in the State and will be recognized at a 
ceremony held at the Capital in Trenton, hosted by Congressman Russ Holt.  
 
The FHS boys and girls soccer team advanced in the State playoff, while the field hockey team earned their first-
ever State tournament victory with a 1-0 victory over South Brunswick.  The football team earned the #3 seed in 
the New High School Football State Playoffs.   They will play Union High School on Saturday at 1:30 PM at  
Franklin Middle School. 
 
Way to Go Athletic Department!   
The Franklin Township Athletic Department is partnering up with Franklin Township Food Bank in support of 
community members affected by hurricane Sandy.  Each spectator that brings a canned food item to the 
Thanksgiving football game at FMS @ 10:30 AM will receive $1 off their admission. 
 
 
 
 
 


