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Moment of Silence 
I ask that we take this opportunity to remember June Van Dyke, who passed away last Friday.  June 
served as a secretary in our district for almost 49 years, most recently in our Personnel Department.  She 
had the distinction of having the longest record of service in our district, having worked in several different 
areas and under various Superintendents. Her obituary notes that “she lived a full life with a youthful 
spirit, touching the heart and soul of those she met.”  The Board of Education and the Franklin Township 
Public School family recognizes June’s many years of service and our prayers go out to her family in their 
time of loss.   
 
Public School Volunteer Week  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank, on behalf of the Board and the Administration, all of those 
parents/guardians and other community members who volunteer their time and talents to help the 
students of our district.  Your contributions really make a difference in the lives of our children.   
 
Summer Reading Program  
Books in the Park is a summer reading program that encourages students in Franklin Township to keep  
up with their reading during the summer break.  During the month of July, teachers and student 
volunteers from Franklin High School visit areas in town to share stories and crafts with the community 
children.  Children are allowed to borrow books to take home.  Partially funded by a grant, the program 
also relies on donations from businesses and individuals from the community.  To support this program 
we have set up a donation box at the administration office and here at our regular board meetings.  
Please drop off any new or gently used children/young adult books or arts and craft materials, and we will 
ensure that the program receives the materials this summer. 
 
Did You Know? 
 
Pine Grove Manor School   
Several Pine Grove Manor students will be recognized at a Somerset Patriots Baseball game next week 
as Most Improved Students.  These students are Tyier Jackson, Danasia Jackson and Aisha Ramos. 
 
Franklin High School  
Kyle Huang, a junior, has been selected for the New Jersey Governor’s School for the Sciences at Drew 
University.  As a Governor's School Scholar, he will be part of a group of outstanding high school juniors 
from all parts of the state who have been chosen to participate in this comprehensive, challenging and 
very intensive science-based program for three weeks this summer.   
 
The production of Shadows has been nominated for the Outstanding Achievement by an Action 
Ensemble category at the 2013-2014 Montclair State University Theatre Night Awards, which will be held 
on May 12, 2014.   
 
Members of the Future Business Leaders of America club at Franklin High School were winners at the 
recent State Leadership Conference.  The following students won awards at the competition. Ashna 
Hinduja, Rahul Shah, Alan Tsai, Aditya Chauhan, Jay Shah, Nick Weaver, Earth Patel, Priti Kantesaria, 
Brandon Smith, and Inna Kapoor. 
    
Our Franklin Chapter also won the Chapter Gold Key Award and the Largest Local Chapter Award. 
The following students placed in the top three for their categories and will be going to the National 
Championship in Nashville TN at the end of June.  Ahil Rajwani, Kendra Singh, Layla Tinio, Nishant 
Maniam, Stephanie Tu, Neha Hinduja, Naweed Karimi, and  Suborna Panja. 
 



Finally, congratulations to FHS business teacher and club advisor, Mr. Ron Richter, who won State 
Advisor of the Year! 
 
Franklin Middle School 
Several Franklin Middle School students participated and were recognized for their poetry at the Franklin 
Township Cultural Arts Council (FTCAC) Spring Poetry event last month.  Natasha Ishaq, Shreya Pugalia,  
Prajna Kurkal and Josiah McClain presented their original poetry in the presence of their parents, 
teachers and community members.   
 
Late last month, our 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade teams competed in the State Math League Competition against a 

field of 128 teams and hundreds of individual students.  Our 8th Grade Team placed 3rd in the Region & 
21st in the State .  Shankadip Chankaborty and Kunj Padh had a near perfect score with 33 out of 35 
correct.  They scored 2nd in the Region and were 23rd in the state out of hundreds of students!  Our 7th 
Grade Team also did well placing 2nd in the Region.   
 

 


