
BOARD PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
January 26, 2012 

 
 
Special Education Update  
As Mr. Seto mentioned, Board Vice President, Dr. Presley, and I met with him and the board 
attorney earlier this week to discuss a response to the issues raised at both the last board 
meeting and prior board meetings regarding special education issues.  Mr. Seto has addressed 
the district’s response to the individual parent concerns and the concerns expressed by 
members of SEAC.  I would like to provide some details of our proposed plan with regard to an 
independent audit of the Pupil Personnel Department. 
     
Concerns have been raised by a few parents about their individual cases, and I respect their 
advocacy on behalf of their children.  Concerns have also been raised about the processes and 
procedures of the department as a whole.  We believe that an independent audit will help to 
assure the board and the public that the district is doing what it is mandated to do on behalf of 
our special needs students. 
   
Mr. Seto also mentioned the area of special education is highly regulated and, as such, the 
extent of an independent audit will have to be framed within the confines of those laws and 
regulations.  I would like to form a board ad hoc committee to work with administration and the 
board attorney in framing an RFP detailing the scope of the audit of the Pupil Personnel 
Department.   
 
Teen Drop-In Center at FMS   
In a collaborative effort with the Franklin Youth Initiative, a Teen Drop-In Center has been 
created at Franklin Middle School.  This room will be a place for students to receive an array of 
services including help with homework, counseling and other types of support.  The room has 
been painted and furniture is in place.  Franklin Boys Circle is already meeting there and other 
activities are being scheduled. 
   
Martin Luther King Day Breakfast   
I had the pleasure of speaking at the 15th Franklin Township Community Breakfast last week.  
Over 350 members of our community gathered to honor the life and example of Dr. King and to 
support financial scholarships available to our high school seniors.  Among the highlights of that 
morning, and there were many, was an incredible speech by Delano Whitfield, an elementary 
school student and member of the NJ Orators.  Keynote Speaker, Dr. Gary Carroll, FHS and 
Pop Warner alumni, President of CEC Environmental Inc. and “Franklin Warrior” forever gave a 
tribute to Franklin Township and the support that he received here.  And finally the beautiful 
voices of the Franklin High School Gospel Choir, under the direction of Timothy Walton, inspired 
us all.  I would like to thank the MLK Breakfast Committee for their hard work in making this 
such a special community event.   
 
Way to Go Health & Wellness Committee! 
On Thursday, January 19, 2012, the Franklin Township Health & Wellness Committee hosted a 
Zumba Fitness-a-Thon at Franklin High School and raised $2,200 to support the District’s Bi-
Annual “National Every 15 Minutes” Drunk Driving Awareness Program.  A variety of vendors 
were on-hand to celebrate healthy living.  Professional zumba instructors had everyone’s 
energy going for the entire night.  Franklin High School student, Devante Mobley aka “DJ 
Kaution”, supplied the music which motivated the 60 participants to keep moving.     
  



Way to Go Franklin High School!  
Six students from Franklin High School won medals in the National Etymology Exam.  Bronze 
medals went to Nathan Chari, Julien Hunter, Aileoreuan Ohiwerei and Stephanie Tu.  A silver 
medal went to Shawn Gale and a gold medal went to Benjamin Hseuh.  Teacher, Jennifer 
Jones, was so proud of her students and their performances on the exam in November.  It was 
the first time the exam was offered at Franklin High School.   
 
Shadows, an anti-bullying drama created and performed by Franklin High School students will 
be featured on Classroom Close-up, NJ, a magazine program focusing on innovative projects 
happening in New Jersey public schools.  Shadows will be featured on episodes airing on NJTV 
on Feb. 12 and March 18.  The cast of Shadows performed the drama for the students of Buena 
Regional High School last fall.  Jennifer Little, Franklin High School drama teacher, received a 
letter of thanks and praise from Moses White, Principal of Buena Regional High School.  The 
letter stated in part, “…the presentation you’ve created hits the HIB issue head on and pulls no 
punches in its delivery of these issues to students.”  He continued, “I truly respect and admire 
that you and your kids are making such an active contribution towards addressing the need [to 
address the hurtful actions and dialogue that are taking place amongst us daily].” 
 
Way to Go Sampson G. Smith School!   
On Thursday, January 5, 2012, the Sampson G. Smith School family celebrated their second 
annual spelling bee.  In partnership with the PTO, the staff members who form the Vocabulary 
PLC Committee organized the evening.  The committee, under the leadership of Jennifer Meyer 
and Lisa Rygiel, were joined by a host of staff and PTO volunteers who served as greeters and 
judges.  Each classroom had held an individual spelling bee and the winner of each classroom 
bee participated in the school-wide bee.  By the end of the evening, Vibha Mital emerged as the 
winner of the Second Annual Scripps Spelling Bee for Sampson G. Smith School.  Vibha will 
advance to the Regional Level Competition to be held at Middlesex Community College on 
Sunday, March 4. 
   
On Tuesday, January 10th, choral directors Noel Piercy and Renata Koumendouros presented 
the fifth grade choral group for the first time.  The performance of the students was fun, 
entertaining and inspiring.  With the celebration of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. the 
following Monday, the students did a medley of spirituals intertwined with Dr. King’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech.  This particular piece was a collaborative work of the choral directors and fifth 
grade literacy teacher, Joi Carolla. 
   
Way to Go Conerly Road School!   
The SEE Group presented a game show skit informing students how to save energy and money 
by changing behaviors throughout the school and at home.  The contestants were the energy-
wise homeowner and the energy-hog homeowner, who pays more money because he does not 
save energy.  Energy-saving tips have been placed in all classrooms and the SEE Squad is 
working hard to help everyone save on energy in the building. 
 
Way to Go Franklin Park School!   
Tonight Franklin Park School, in collaboration with their PTO, will host a Family Reading Night.  
Pre-kindergarten through grade four students and their families have signed up to participate in 
an evening where students will showcase their published work during an open-microphone 
session; participate in a Reader’s Theatre experience, a Name-That-Book game and two 
projects -- A Read-o-Meter Bookmark and a Story Design Board.  Also, non-fiction author, Lyn 
Sirota, will be presenting. 
 



Way To Go MacAfee Road School! 
On Tuesday, January 24th, Principal Grippo and teacher, Mrs. Hurd, rewarded the top reader for 
each class in their “Growing a Garden of Readers” Program.  Each of these students received 
their very own book. The students were excited about their new books.  One student wrote this 
thank you note, “Dear Mrs. Hurd, Thank you so much for the book.  I love it.  I’m all the way on 
chapter five.  It is really funny.  Your friend, Jack.”   The presentation of a new book to the top 
reader was very motivating for the rest of the class and was also an excellent opportunity to 
promote the next family reading evening. 
 
Way To Go Pine Grove Manor School!   
Fourth grade teacher, Kristine Riley, put together a proposal for a new easel on 
Donorschoose.org., a website where teachers can post projects that will benefit their classes 
and anonymous donors donate money toward projects they believe in.  In late December, the 
project was fully funded, and Ms. Riley’s class is getting ready to enjoy a rolling easel with a 
whiteboard and baskets.  The students cannot wait for it to be put together so they can use it.   
 
The Pine Grove Manor School playground is due to be delivered on Monday!  New donors to 
this project include Bound Brook Moose Lodge No 988 and Bob Chiavaroli of SOMP 
Enterprises LLC.   
 
 


