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Welcome all.   As the administration strives to continually raise the bar for our teachers, administrators and 
support staff, I encourage us to make every effort to raise the bar for ourselves.  Earlier in the year, I indicated 
that I wanted us to be a highly-effective school board as we strive to support a high-performing district.  Well as 
Mr. Seto announced, based on the most recent QSAC review, FTPS is now a high-performing district.   As such it 
is our reasonable service to strive to be a highly-effective board.  I have for you an excerpt from greatschools.org 
on the qualities of a highly-effective board. 
 
“An effective school board plays an important watchdog role in keeping your local school on track and setting 
policies that affect your child and your school.  The school board sets the vision and goals for the school district 
and holds the district accountable for results.  One school board member cannot do the job alone.  Effective 
school board members contribute their unique talents, while collaborating and working as a team with other board 
members.”   I want to add that collaboration cannot end at the board level, and we must work with the 
administration to recognize areas where additional focus is needed and allow them to channel the appropriate 
efforts and resources toward those areas. 
 
I want to also recognize the awesome efforts of our board members from long-range facilities planning to our 
soon-to-be completed stadium.   The board has taken its job seriously and works tirelessly on your behalf.  Many 
of our board members have families, full-time jobs and additional volunteer positions, but they follow through on 
their commitment to the improvement of education for our children, and for that I say thank you. 
 
The board members do not know I am going to mention this, but I also want to recognize Nancy LaCorte for 
attending Race for Education each year and contributing time and money for several years, including this one, 
even though she has no children at Conerly Road School!  Also a very special thank you to Dr. Presley who spent 
an entire day shadowing the Teachers College consultant and speaking to administrators and teachers to get a 
better understanding of the work going on in our schools to improve teaching and learning. This opportunity is 
extended to all board members, and I encourage you to have the administration set up an opportunity for you as 
they did for her. 
 
In the interest of improving communication, this administration and I have elected to televise the Long-Range 
Facilities Plan Special Meeting, and we will also televise the upcoming Testing Report.  Television is one of the 
many ways we keep our stakeholders informed.  We have not previously televised special meetings, and I do not 
mean to imply that every one henceforth will be televised.  However, I want you to understand that the goal is to 
communicate with you regarding important things happening in this district and to help you be informed parents 
and partners in our students’ progress. 
 
Around-the-District Announcements 
Tricky Tray - In less than four weeks, the historic Winter Wonderland Tricky Tray fundraiser, hosted by the PTOs 
at SGS and FMS, will be upon us.   The Tricky Tray Committee promises a fantastic evening and is looking 
forward to the community’s support of our 5th through 8th graders by attending the event on Saturday, December 
10th, at FHS.  Tickets are now on sale so please call 732-718-6749 to purchase your seat! 
 
Now for my favorite part of the BOE Presidents Report  
 
Way to GO PGM Authors! 
We would like to recognize two of PGM’s very own published authors.  Math Coach, Janet McCoid, just finished 
publishing her 8th book.  Mrs. McCoid’s published pieces include topics such as:  professional development, 
common core state standards and elementary mathematics and literacy.  Adding to PGM’s talented team of 
authors, we also have PGM’s Kindergarten teacher, Monika Roy, who published a children’s book, Silly Numbers.  
WAY TO GO PGM!!!! 
 
Way to go Kearstin Meyer ! 
Kearstin Meyer was recognized by a recent TC developer after a professional development session for her 
thoughtful feedback and questions.  It is awesome when our teachers are also willing to be great students! 
 
Way to go FMS! 



The 8th grade Social Studies Department just completed funding on a Donors Choose Grant for an LCD 
projector.  They were also able to secure a $100 gift card for the project by creating four video clips on teaching 
for the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.  Special recognition for getting this project funded goes largely to 
Shena Samora.  Shena, her family and friends were extremely generous and the driving force behind this project.  
They provided more than two-thirds of the funding.   Justin Buffer and Christine Juchnevicius also helped spread 
the word about this project. 
 
Our own administrator, Phyllis Bruno, has also generously stepped up and elected to double the impact of our 
students’ efforts by providing the 8th grade Social Studies Department with an additional LCD projector.  This is 
very exciting because they now have the tools  to provide standardized instruction that is both highly visual and 
interactive. 
 
Way to Go EAS! 
I also want to take a few moments to thank the staff, PTO, parents of EAS and, most of all, Suzanne Oliver on a  
fundraiser at Barnes and Noble in early November.  They had a very large turnout among staff and parents. 
Students shared prepared readers theater pieces, teachers helped parents select “just right” books, and one class 
even performed book signings of their own work as professional authors would.  What was most evident was the 
enthusiasm for reading and literature shown by so many who attended. I thank our teachers for instilling a love of 
reading and thank Suzanne Oliver for pulling this large event together.  Way to go EAS for a fine evening of 
community-building and reading. 
   
Way to GO High School Heroes and Mr. Pinnix! 
Franklin is now highlighted on the Junior Achievement website for our High School Heroes Program.  Thanks to 
Mike Pinnix and his students from last year who put this together.  Great job!!! 
 
Way to Go Alice Kahn! 
Alice Kahn attended the New Jersey Science Convention and was recognized as a Maitland Simmons Scholar.  
The scholarship to attend a summer workshop at Rutgers University was awarded to 24 science teachers in the 
State of New Jersey.   
 
Way to Go Akira Stewart & Taylor Eutsey! 
These two FHS students were selected as recipients of the 2011 New Jersey Rising Scholars Student 
Recognition Program.  The awards ceremony will be held on Sunday, November 13, 2011 at Mercer County 
College. 
 
Please feel free to send any great news that you would like to be included in our Way to Go segment. 
I truly believe that we must appreciate the things that are going well in the district.  In closing I share a quote by 
the French author, Voltaire, ”Appreciation is a wonderful thing: It makes what is excellent in others belong to us as 
well”! 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Teletha Brown 
Honored to Serve as your Board President 
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