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Welcome all and thank you for sharing your time with us tonight!  
 
Black History Month 
Black history and culture is such a part of the American fabric -- and the school curriculum -- that it is difficult to 
imagine a time when that wasn't so.  Established as Negro History Week in the 1920s by Carter G. Woodson, 
February was chosen for the celebration because Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln were born in this 
month.  Extended to a month-long celebration in 1976, Black History Month is an opportunity to emphasize the 
history and achievements of African Americans.  Frederick Douglass would not have become who he was without 
his ability to read and write.  His education not only empowered him but allowed him to help lift a generation. 
Martin Luther King skipped grades and entered college early!  Phyllis Wheatley, America’s first black woman poet, 
was able to share her gift that lasted well beyond her lifetime because she was an educated woman. As we meet 
today and contemplate weighty decisions, let’s be careful and cognizant of the fact that in our hands is the 
preparation and future successes of those who will make history -- not only black history but American history.   
 
I want to applaud each school in our district which recognizes Black History Month through activities and 
programs that bring the history alive for our students.  I will attend some and not be able to attend others 
personally, but I encourage all of you here, including the board, to make time to recognize our students’ great 
work and preparation during these programs. 
 
Finally, we recognize and applaud the efforts of each teacher, parent, student and administrator that ensures that 
these excellent celebrations occur each year. 
 
Now it is time for my favorite part of this report:  
 
WAY TO GO Warrior Athletes! 
The boy's winter track team captured the North II Group IV State Sectional Championship. 
 
Kyaria Wright-Harmon broke the state sectional meet record in the high jump and Chris Staton broke the state 
sectional meet record in the shot put. 
 
Shalette Brown scored her 1000th career point in her basketball game on Thursday, February 16th.  Shalette is 
only the second person in the history of Franklin Basketball to reach this incredible goal. 
 
WAY TO GO PGM! 
There is a great website that some of the teachers have utilized.  The website is www.donorschoose.org.  This 
year the website has funded three projects at PGM -- Weekly Reader, Time for Kids magazines and a Kindle Fire.  
Kristine Riley got an easel, markers and chart paper.  The website is exclusively for teachers and allows them to 
create a supply list and get it funded by donors.   
 
WAY TO GO Board, Administration and Staff!  
We have implemented presentations as a part of each meeting to give the public a chance to see the work 
occurring in our schools.  I believe the public and Board benefit from seeing the progress in our schools reflected 
in an organized and succinct way. 
 
These presentations are a great addition to Board meetings and they start the focus where it should start - on the 
students.  My heartfelt thanks to our staff who continue to highlight thier work for us to see the great things 
happening in Franklin. 
 
WAY TO GO MacAfee Road School!  
Literacy scored a touchdown at MacAfee Road School!   They hosted the Super Friday "Grow a Garden of 
Readers" third annual Family Read Night!  Close to 200 people attended and were thrilled to be read to by some 
very special guests.  In attendance were six football players from Rutgers University and nine football players 
from the Warrior Team of Franklin High School and they were cheered on by our neighbors, The Saint Matthias 
cheerleaders.  Children of all ages sat among rocking chairs being read to by the athletes.  They shared pizza in 
the cafeteria with families and guests.  Certificates were given to all of our guest readers. 



 
I would like to extend my deepest appreciation to the Chairperson and second grade teacher, Ms. Torrie Hurd, for 
leading this weekly program of reading for over three years.  Our students, under the guidance of our committed 
staff, have read close to 6000 books since the fall of this school year. 
 
A special thank you to over a dozen MacAfee Road School teachers who committed many volunteer hours 
serving on the committee and offering a Friday evening to assist in hosting this wonderful event.  Your 
professionalism is a statement of your commitment to the ongoing value of family reading. 
 
WAY TO GO Literacy Coaches Dana Jackson from FHS and Rose King from FMS!  
The New Jersey Department of Education believes that quality instruction aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) is fundamental to the “model” curriculum being developed for:  ELA (K-12), Mathematics (K-
12), Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics), Social Studies (High School), Health/Physical Education (K-8), 
Visual/Performing Arts (K-12) and World Languages (Novice-Mid, Novice-High).  In addition, work will be done to 
effectively integrate Technology Standards and 21st Century Skills.   We are asking you to send the name(s) of 
anyone you might recommend for this work, recognizing that the work will potentially benefit students, teachers, 
administrators and parents. 
 
Two of our literacy coaches, Dana Jackson from FHS and Rose King from FMS have been selected to participate 
in this important state initiative to develop "model" curriculum for the state!   Dana will work on high school 
Language Arts and Rose on middle school Language Arts.  Congratulations are due to both for being selected! 
 
Board members and public attendees, I continue to extend to you the opportunity to recognize the 
accomplishments of our students and staff.  Feel free to provide your own Way To Go statements. 
 


