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A Joint Statement from the Board of Education President and the Superintendent  
 
For Mr. Seto’s statement, please see the Superintendent’s Report – 4-25-13 
 
From Dr. Presley 
We ask that you understand the position of the Board and Administration.  We must be sensitive to 
opposing views and will not publicly discuss personnel issues, the status of investigations or disciplinary 
actions taken towards students or staff.   
 
Earlier this week, I as President of the Board of Education and Mr. Lewis, Chairman of the Safety & 
Security Committee joined the Principal of the High School, Mr. Bevere and his administrative team, Mr. 
Orvyl Wilson, Director of School Management, and Superintendent Seto to assess the climate at Franklin 
High School.  We went out in teams and met with every English class in grades 9-12, speaking and 
listening to every student in small group classroom settings.  
  
During our visits students expressed dismay that Franklin High School had been portrayed negatively in 
the press.  They wanted to work together to show that the actions described in the article did not 
accurately describe what Franklin High School really is.  Some of the strategies which came out of our 
discussions with the students and which may help now and prevent similar incidents in the future might 
include:  sensitivity training throughout the district; ongoing counseling both individual and group; 
discussions of the pros and cons of the use of social media networks; and the exploration of opportunities 
that allow our students to work collaboratively together to better understand the diverse cultural makeup 
of their school and our township and to explore ways to show their pride in that diversity to the larger 
community.  
    
If you would like to be a part of the solution and have any suggestions please e-mail Ms. Mary Clark at 
mclark@franklinboe.org.  Remembering that it takes a village thank you very much for your continued 
support. 
 
 
“Did You Know News” 
 
Odyssey of the Mind   
On Saturday, April 13, the Franklin Township Odyssey of the Mind teams who placed at the Regional’s 
represented us proudly at Ewing High School in the State Finals.  They were among teams that had 
placed first or second in their regional competitions.  To have moved to the State Finals is an honor in 
itself, and I am proud to say that two of our Franklin teams will be moving to the World Finals at Michigan 
State University.  The teams who placed 2nd on Saturday and thus moving to the World Finals are: 
Sampson G. Smith Division I – Tumble Wood and Franklin High School Division III – The Email Must Go 
Through.  Both of these teams gave amazingly creative and focused presentations.  Also in attendance, 
having won at the Regional level and giving a great presentation, was Sampson G. Smith Division I – The 
Email Must Go Through team 
 
Conerly Road School   
Recently the students and staff at Conerly Road School planted two new trees for Earth Day on April 
22nd.  They also celebrated their teacher who made magic, Ellen Engelhart.   Retirees and current staff 
attended the celebration and honored their Administrative Personnel on April 24th with a special “healthy 
lunch” for CV Bush and Sue Panchery. 
 
 



 
 
 
Pine Grove Manor   
We Feed the Students So They Are Ready to Learn - All third grade classes at Pine Grove Manor are 
participating in a Breakfast in the Classroom Pilot Program.  Breakfast in the Classroom is endorsed by 
Christopher Cerf, the Commissioner of Education, and Douglas Fisher, NJ Secretary of Agriculture.  A 
nutritious breakfast is served to every student in the classroom.  Students eat breakfast with their 
classmates and get the fuel they need to learn. The direct impact of breakfast on academic performance 
is well-documented and the district is proud to participate in this proven approach to influence maximum 
learning in the classroom. 
 
One Final Note   
I would like to make everyone aware that there will be a Teen Forum on Tuesday, May 7, 2013, at the 
Franklin Township Community/Senior Center from 6:30 – 9:00 PM.  The topic of this forum is substance 
abuse by teens.  This event is sponsored by the Franklin Township and Somerset County Alliance for the 
Prevention of Substance Abuse, the Franklin Township and Somerset County Youth Services 
Commission and the Franklin Youth Initiative.  The event is open to teens and their families.  Advanced 
registration is requested by calling 732-873-1991.   
 
 
 


