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Thank you all for taking the time to come here and contribute to the conversation.  There will be many items up for 
discussion this week, and there are some key issues on the agenda to which I would like to draw your attention.  
 
 I would like to recognize this Board’s celebration of Teacher Appreciation Week.  We as a Board recognize that 
excellence in education begins in the classroom.  Our district has a plethora of examples that illustrate this 
excellence!  Kudos to you, our dynamic and innovative teachers, and happy Teacher Appreciation Week!   
 
 I would also like to recognize the Adopt-A-Classroom donation applied to Sampson G. Smith School.  
Congratulations! 
 
Many meetings ago we had parents requesting to be heard in their request to retain transportation out of zone.  
This appeal from the community caused the Board to revisit the policy and tonight the policy revision is coming 
before the board to be voted upon.  I thank my fellow board members, particularly the Policy Committee, for their 
effort and tenacity in dealing with this in an expedient manner. 
 
I want to also recognize that today is Bring Your Son/Daughter to Work Day.  I did and want to recognize the 
Principals, teachers and administrators for their flexibility in allowing and encouraging students to augment 
education through diversity of experience. 
 
We have also heard comments from the public and received correspondence regarding the dissemination of 
stipends to non-aligned employees.  Specifically, for items regarding Personnel issues, public discussion by the 
board must be limited and not address specific individuals or their performance. 
 
In a more general manner, I want to bring clarity options for action of the board in areas where there is no policy, 
as is this case, items may be resolved through the board creating policy, which is their primary role, or by action 
of the Superintendent, there is only a vote for action in these instances.   The board hears your concerns, has 
discussed items in committee and is also willing to discuss it in public in a broad and general manner.  As with 
many items, there are complex and nuanced decisions that need to be considered carefully before any action or 
reaction is taken. 
 
I also want to commend the parents, administrators and board members that participated in the first of three 
strategic planning meetings.  The meeting was dynamic and interactive and allowed communication across roles 
and responsibilities in a way that can really improve the understanding in the district on many levels.  The next 
meeting will take place on May 9th at 7:30 PM at FHS.  Please come and join the conversation and bring a friend. 
 
Normally, I would begin the next segment with a recognition and a Way To Go, however, the next item deserves a 
new phrase.  So rather than Way To Go, I will say in the words of the great Tina Turner, You’re Simply the Best!   
 
Phantom of the Opera 
The performance of Phantom of the Opera by our gifted and talented performing arts up-and-coming stars was 
simply the best!  The singing, dancing, acting and engagement of the audience was in a word, phenomenal.  
There is no doubt in my mind that the names and voices that are a part of this program will be coming soon to a 
theater near you! 
 
Franklin High School Student Assistance Counselors 
Prom Dress Giveaway: Congratulations to the Student Assistance Counselors at Franklin High School for their 
very successful Free Prom Dress Giveaway.  Thanks to all who donated.  Our students were able to choose from 
an abundance of amazing formal gowns and dresses.  The generous donations truly made someone’s “Prom 
Dream” come true! 
 
Every 15 Minutes:  Congratulations again to our SAC’s, Franklin High School staff and all the volunteers who 
worked so hard to fund, coordinate and produce the Every 15 Minutes Program at Franklin High School this past 
Tuesday and Wednesday.  Special thanks as well to Denyel Cusimano for organizing this truly moving event.  



Every 15 Minutes is a program where students are shown real life examples of how drinking and driving can 
irrevocably affect not only their own lives but the lives of their families.   

Hillcrest School   
Since the Caring Drive in November, a few Hillcrest teachers have continued to send care packages to the Marine 
Troop whom they “adopted” in Afghanistan.  In February Ms. Robinson’s class at Hillcrest School sent Valentines 
to the troop and recently received a note signed by the First and Second Marine Expeditionary Force thanking 
them for the Valentine’s Day Cards and drawings and the delicious candies and cookies. They wrote, “We 
appreciate all the time and effort each student put into their Valentine’s Day cards.  The coloring skills and 
drawings were marvelous.  Keep up all the good work.”   
 
MacAfee Road School   
Finish Strong is the message the staff at MacAfee Road School are sending to their students.  As an incentive to 
finish strong, the Reading Incentive Committee will be raffling off 1 Laptop and 4 Color Nooks (one per grade 
level) every month until the end of the school year.  “Students at MacAfee have an opportunity to receive a free 
laptop and a color nook (one per grade) every month” declares Torrie Hurd.  “The criterion for students to get their 
names into the raffle is a simple one. During reading workshop, they build their reading stamina and apply the 
reading comprehension skills taught.”  Each teacher will nominate two students who are demonstrating the 
aforementioned criteria.  Students, two from each grade level, will have their names placed in the raffle for an 
opportunity to win a Color Nook.  The remaining nominated students will have their names placed in the raffle to 
win a Laptop.   
 
Sigma XI – The Scientific Research Society Teachers of Science:  The Scientific Research Society, Sigma Xi, 
of Rutgers University recognizes three outstanding teachers from Middlesex and Somerset County every year.  
This year two of the teachers are from Franklin.  Mrs. Shana Ponna, K-4 Science Specialist from EAS, was the 
elementary teacher who was recognized for “Outstanding Achievement in Science Teaching.”  Ms. Christine 
Greco, Grade 6 Physical Science Teacher from SGS, was the middle school teacher who was recognized for 
“Outstanding Achievement for Science Teaching.”  This is the second consecutive year that two Franklin teachers 
were named.  Last year, Mr. Joseph DeRosa, K-4 Science Specialist from HIL, was the elementary recipient. Ms. 
Birgit Ayrey, Grade 7 Life Science teacher from FMS, was the middle school recipient.  The award winners 
receive a cash award, a certificate and attend a dinner in their honor.” 
 
World Math Day  
The Instructional Technology Coaches coordinated the district’s 2nd annual World Math Day on March 7, 2012. 
Second grade students from EAS, 4th grade students from CRS and Ms. Langan’s 7th grade students at FMS 
participated in this online, real-time, collaborative event where our students competed against other students from 
all over the world in mental math challenges.  World Education Games Support wrote:  “Your student, Viraj 
Acharya’s outstanding performance in World Math Day has placed him in the top 10 students in the United States 
of America for the 4-7 age group. This is an incredible achievement and you should be very proud!  Viraj is a 2nd 
grader from Elizabeth Avenue School.   
 
Franklin High School 
Gates Millennium Scholars:  Franklin High School has been recognized three years in a row with the Gates 
Millennium Scholarships.  This is the first time in FHS history.  Additionally this year we have TWO Gates 
Millennium Scholars!!!!!!!  Nina Rodgers and Fatumata Koroma have been named 2012 Gates Millennium 
Scholars!!! 
 
Model UN:  Franklin High School has been named the 21st best Model UN program in the COUNTRY!!!   
Franklin maintained its top 25 status with solid performances at all the conferences it attended.  Our students 
fielded an unofficial team to Rutgers RUMUN to start off the season.  The team then recorded two top-10 finishes 
by placing 6th overall at U. Penn ILMUNC and receiving an Award of Merit at Nationals NHSMUN (plus a 
Research Award) before ending its season with a top-five result at George Washington WAMUNC. Although a 
few teams may have finished higher than Franklin at an individual conference, Franklin had been consistently 
better throughout the season. The team also attended the IDIA-hosted Philadelphia PhilMUN conference and 
launched its own FHSMUN novice conference. 
 
Sampson G. Smith School 
Two teams from Sampson G. Smith School competed in the State-level Odyssey of the Mind Tournament on April 
21st at Woodrow Wilson School in Edison.  The teams finished 1st and 3rd places at the Tournament.  The 



students on the “Odyssey Angels” team will be advancing to the World Finals at Iowa State University in Ames, 
Iowa from May 23 to May 26.  Congratulations go out to Kaira Brown, Jack Chen, Samantha Daley, Ann-Kerry 
Donaus, Nicole Kercado, Cynthia Leung, Charm Nicholas, Shreya Patel, Christopher Russoniello, Jessica Teach, 
Maddi Whiting and Nicholas Zorrilla.  The “Odyssey Angels” go to the World Finals with our best wishes. 
 
Pine Grove Manor School   
A special thanks goes out to teachers Monica Roy–K, Danae Risoli-1, Robyn Becker-2, Kim Buchinski-3 and 
Rodney Wilkerson-4.  These teachers opened up their classrooms to the district student teachers that visited 
PGM under Mrs. DiGeronimo yesterday.  Mrs. DiGeronimo, former Director of Early Childhood, who retired from 
the district, wrote, “I can't thank you all enough for making today's visit to PGM so successful.  The student 
teachers were so energized by everything they saw today. Each classroom observation was such a rich source of 
best practice across the curriculum.  During our post obs debriefing, they all were so impressed with everything 
they observed - from the classroom environments/physical set-ups, math and literacy lesson implementation, 
student behavior, and the overall welcoming/inviting atmosphere in the PGM building.  As one of PGM's biggest 
fans, I knew this would be a very valuable experience for them.  Please thank all of the teachers who opened their 
classrooms to us.  They are a true credit to the building leadership and the teaching profession!!” 
 
Franklin Middle School 
One team from Franklin Middle School competed in the State-level Odyssey of the Mind Tournament on April 21st 
at Woodrow Wilson School in Edison.  The team finished 3rd place in their division for the problem called Ooh-
Motional Vehicle. Congratulations to the students for a job well done and to the parent volunteers.   


