
Board President’s Report 
July 26, 2012 

 
 
We bring you summer greetings and sincerely hope that your summer thus far has been fun, 
relaxing and safe.  Contrary to popular belief, the Board does not break for the summer and has 
been hard at work, along with the Administration, making adjustments and plans for a successful 
2012-2013 school year. 
 
Though we are only a month into our summer, already things are moving rapidly toward the 
beginning of the school year.  Training for some key initiatives is being developed and readied 
and a bit of sprucing up is being done around campus.   
.  
As we prepare for the next school year, there are several items we want to bring to your attention: 
  
Staffing for 2012-2013  
We have interviewed and hired our new Director of Guidance and a new High School Principal. 
You have had an opportunity to hear from them today and will continue to do so in the future. 
We will be voting on the creation of a position to add some much needed attention and resources 
to support some of our students with specific gaps and needs.  
 
Summer Enrichment 
This summer a number of students have been able to participate in enrichment programs in the 
areas of math and language arts, based on performance and a series of selection criteria.  These 
students are being given an opportunity to be better-prepared for success in the coming year. 
Even if your student is not participating in a program, the importance of keeping the brain active 
in the summer is worth its weight in gold! 
 
Brain rust is real and to prevent it you have to encourage reading and some level of educational 
stimulation on a frequent basis during the summer. 
 
My final update is in the area of website management.  There have been many discussions in the 
Communications Committee regarding the condition and usability of the district and school 
websites.  Though you may not see the changes now, the administration is actively engaged in 
planning an update of the look and feel of the sites.  Please send any suggestions to me or Mary 
Clark as we strive to create a more easily-navigable space for 2012-2013. 
 
Now it is time for my favorite part of the report … WAY TO GO! 
 
Way To Go Jeffrey Porter! 
Jeff Porter, a former FHS graduate is going to the Olympics.  A recent article indicated 
“Porter, a state champion at Franklin H.S. in Somerset, N.J., reached sports’ most 
daunting stage in the most dramatic fashion.  His headlong dive at the finish of the 110- 
meter hurdles final made him a bronze medalist at the U.S. Olympic Trials in Eugene, 
Ore. two weeks ago ... and an Olympian two weeks from now.  Athletics has been a Porter family 
affair.  Jeff and his brother, Joe, excelled in both football and track here at Franklin, where the 
former won the state 110 hurdles title as a junior in 2002.  Joe went on to play both sports at 
nearby Rutgers, gutting his way through track workouts after football practice was over.”  A big 
congratulations to Jeff Porter for representing Franklin and the U.S. in the London Olympics! 
 
Way To Go OOM and FTPS! 
We are working with the Odyssey of the Mind organization to make the final arrangements (we 
are really just confirming that all of the rooms are available), but it appears as though we will be 
hosting the Regional Odyssey of the Mind tournament next March at Franklin Middle School. 
Many more details and fanfare to follow. 



 
Way To Go Spanish Club at FHS! 
A group of our students are involved in a community partnership with a Rutgers University group, 
working to map their surrounding communities in the hopes of bettering them.  IMSOCIO began 
when the Rutgers University program SOCIO (Scholars Organizing Culturally Innovative 
Opportunities) became involved with the Spanish Club at Franklin High School and began a 
partnership with Wansoo Im, who specializes in community mapping.  Over the summer, 
IMSOCIO has been working on a number of community research projects, including a sidewalk 
mapping project.  A few weeks ago, the students had the opportunity to present some of their 
findings to Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula on the campus of Rutgers University.  For the 
sidewalk inventory, students walked the sidewalks leading to Franklin High School and logged 
sidewalk and cycling conditions there with map points and pictures.  The resulting online map is 
meant to assess the overall conditions of those areas for pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Way To Go FHS CEP Students! 
When Raritan Valley Community College recently posted testimonials on the Concurrent 
Enrollment Program, all of the testimonials they chose were from Franklin High School’s English 
12 CEP students! 
 
Way To Go Lead Teachers Maxine Robinson and Fontella Best! 
Rider University has a Teacher Leadership Certification Program and two of our Franklin 
Teachers were invited as guest speakers.  Maxine Robinson and Fontella Best were thanked in 
an email that said, “I cannot thank you enough for agreeing to come to meet with our Teacher 
Leadership Cohort regarding your roles as Lead Teacher and Head Teacher in Franklin 
Township.   Our teacher leaders were very interested in ‘picking your brain’ about how you were 
able to build trust among the staff and create such a high level of acceptance.  You provided 
them with a very realistic viewpoint about being a teacher leader based upon your experiences.  
Dr. Silva-Burnett is very fortunate to have both of you on her staff.” 
 
Way To Go Jayna Patel! 
The following statement was submitted by Jennifer Jones, Latin Teacher at FHS.  “Jayna Patel, 
who just graduated from Franklin High School, was my Latin student and she was webmaster for 
New Jersey's state website for the Junior Classical League.  Her website just won 3rd place in 
the NATION!!  I am so proud of her because when she started this job two years ago, she had no 
idea how to write a code for programming.  She has learned so much in two years and come so 
far!  This is the highest ranking New Jersey's website has ever had!” 
 
Way To Go Michelle Reilly! 
The Graduate School of Education and Mason Gross School of the Arts sent the following 
statement, “We send our gratitude and congratulations to the Franklin Public School District and 
Dance Educator, Michelle Reilly, for their role in supporting and mentoring Olivia Mode-Cater, 
BFA/EdM, who was recently awarded the 2012 New Jersey Distinguished Student Teacher 
Award.  Olivia was one of only three finalists selected by a panel of GSE faculty to compete with 
student teachers represented by thirteen different universities from across the State.  Her essay 
reflected upon an amazing learning moment with a special needs child in Franklin.” 
 
Way To Go FHS Softball Team and Coach Vaccaro 
The Franklin High School softball team has spent the better part of the past two decades getting 
beaten up on a regular basis, often in an overly lopsided fashion.  But with the appointment of 
Coach Melissa Vaccaro in 2009, and the arrival of players like center fielder Salonika 
Muhammed, things started to perk up at Franklin. The Warriors won four games in 2011, the first 
time they’d won more than two in a year since 2004.  Freshman pitcher Sara Smith arrived this 
season giving Franklin its first above-average pitcher in at least 15 years and, along with other 
new faces like sophomore shortstop Amanda Jordan, the Warriors went to the county 
quarterfinals for the first time in nearly 20 years and finished the season with a record of 10-12, 
which is twice as many wins as in any one season in that same span. 



 
Way To Go to the Graduates of the Police Youth Academy!  
I attended the graduation as they matched and saluted and shared their learning.  They were 
inspiring to watch and hopefully we will hear from some of them directly in the near future.  Ex-
NBA Lakers Champion, John Celestand, gave an inspiring speech and Deputy Mayor Kramer 
spoke as well. 
 
Thank you to all of you who submit the good news and please continue to think of ways to 
highlight the great news in Franklin. We will definitely share it! 
 


