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Ms. Nagy and I attended the New Teacher Orientation this morning and I attended the 
Alternative School Teacher Orientation yesterday morning.  It was a pleasure to welcome, on 
behalf of the Board of Education, the new teachers and staff as well as existing staff new to and 
working with the Alternative program at both orientation sessions. 
 
I would like to extend that welcome publicly – so, on behalf of my board colleagues, it is my 
pleasure to welcome all of our new teachers and staff into the Franklin Township Public School 
community and welcome returning staff back for the 2013-14 school year.  We appreciate and 
applaud your dedication to education and look forward to the contribution you will make to the 
academic success and overall growth of our students. 
 
As a nation we are raising the bar, believing that every child in America deserves a high-quality 
education that prepares her or him for college, a career and the responsibilities of citizenship.  
As teachers and school leaders, each day you work with our children to help to make this 
happen by providing them with the knowledge, skills and habits to succeed professionally and 
personally.  You provide them with the instructional tools they need to succeed and lead 
productive and satisfying lives. 
 
We are committed to creating an academic learning environment of excellence in Franklin 
Township and all of our new teachers and staff are now a part of that commitment.   I personally 
want to thank you, to encourage you and to remind you how important you are to our students 
and to our community and to guarantee you the support of the Board of Education.   
 
This year, beginning September 1, 2013, we are honored to welcome a total of 56 new staff 
members including 51 new teachers (29 Elementary, 27 Secondary).  A total of 17 teachers and 
staff have been appointed for the Alternative School (15 teachers, 1 Guidance Counselor and 1 
Social Worker). 
 
WELCOME ALL and have a GREAT 2013-2014 school year! 
 
Did You Know… 
 
Alyea Pierce 
Alyea Pierce, 2010 FHS Graduate, recently launched the promotion of her first book of poetry 
entitled "Every Stranger Deserves a Poem", available on Amazon.com. 
 
Ashley Marie Beatty  
Every so often there are your people who are so talented, creative and visionary that they make 
us take notice and want to support them.  This is the case of Franklin High School graduate 
Class of 2011, Ashley Marie Beatty.   As a freshman in college she had a vision and started two 
businesses  and productions; her event-planning platform, and her own fashion brand:   Laurie 
Lei Haze by Ashley Marie for fashion and design.  She also wanted to give back to her 
community, so together with 20 of her friends and colleagues, most of them graduates of 
Franklin High School, hosted a fundraiser at The Heldrich Hotel in New Brunswick for the 
American Heart Association and Alzheimer's Association by showcasing their fashion designs, 
talents and other creations.   This year's Launching Visions...Fundraising Event was bigger and 
better and also included current Franklin High School students' fashions and talents.  Their 



creations and talents left the audience spellbound and very proud of our young adults from 
Franklin.    
 
Joshua McGriff and his Team 
The US Deaflympics Team won the bronze medal in the Deaflympics basketball championship.  
Josh will be formally recognized at a future board meeting. 
 
Michael Pinnix and Shadows 
The Shadows group will be returning from Scotland – please pray for their safe travels.  
Shadows will also be recognized at a future meeting. 


