
Board President’s Report - June 21 2011 

Graduation  
This is an exciting time here in the district as we will soon be sending 500 beacons of light into the world 
disguised as high school graduates!  The Graduation Ceremony will be held June 23rd at the Sun National Bank 
Center at 3PM.  BOE members, please be available at 2:45 PM to line up. 

 
Awards Programs 
Over the past few weeks, I have had the pleasure of attending recognition ceremonies at several schools. I 
encourage parents, administrators and teachers to attend these events from time to time; even if it is not your own 
school.  I have to tell you, it is a truly buoyant experience!  It highlights the great work happening here in Franklin, 
despite AYP results, despite the shifting focus of this Governor and DOE, there are students who are thriving, 
there are GATES Scholars and Presidential Scholars, Merit Scholars and National Honor Society members.   
Their presence on those stages are proof that it can be done!  In fact, at one ceremony the recognized students 
were so many that it took two rows end-to-end, across the stage to fit them all shoulder-to-shoulder! 
 
Now I am not blind and fully recognize we have a ways to go, however, every now and then we need to stop and 
say to our staff that works all 184 days, our administrators that work 11-12 months, and to our volunteers whose 
hours are not counted but are felt, ”WAY TO GO”! 
 
Speaking of Way To Go… 
  
WAY TO GO Odyssey of the Mind Students and Volunteers!  
Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program that provides creative problem-solving opportunities 
for students from kindergarten through college.  Students apply their creativity to solve problems that range from 
building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation of literary classics.  This program is a creative 
problem competition that teaches students teamwork, money management and unconventional thinking while 
having fun! 
 
WAY TO GO PGM Summer Reading Program! 
PGM has for its third year in a row begun its unique summer reading initiative. They provide PGM students with 4-
5 independent reading books at their just right level to get a jump start on their reading for the summer.  In 
September they acknowledge and celebrate all summer readers and start their travels. This year they will travel 
across the USA (in the past they have traveled the world and outer space). During the school year, each month 
PGM holds a rally with principal stunts to encourage kids to read. If students read the allotted number of minutes 
and turn in their reading logs, they receive a state to add onto their tour bus keychain. Students are reading more 
and more at PGM!  

  
WAY TO GO Gates Scholar Amber Walker! 
Gates Millennium Scholarship selects 1,000 talented students each year to receive a good-through-graduation 
scholarship to use at any college or university of their choice.  Gates Millennium Scholars are also provided 
personal and professional development through leadership programs along with academic support throughout 
their college career.  This scholarship recognizes students with high academic and leadership promise. 

 
Summer Camp 
Some of our district coaches will be conducting sports camps over the summer.  The applications, registration 
deadlines, ages of eligibility, costs and dates of these camps are posted on the district website. The camps will be 
offered in the areas of field hockey, baseball, tennis, football drills, basketball, and strength training for motivated 
male and female athletes.  I encourage everyone to visit the district website for more information.   

  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Teletha Brown 
 
Honored to Serve as Your Board President  
 


