
FOCUS 
 

A Message from Superintendent Edward Seto 
 

In late April, we had our first community workshop on the District’s Strategic Plan.  The focus of 
that meeting was Franklin Pride—things about the school district which make us most proud.  
Two that I would like to mention here are our continued efforts toward improved student achieve-
ment which resulted in five of our schools making Adequate Yearly Progress [AYP] as defined by 
the NJ State Department of Education for the 2010-2011 school year and the recommendation to 
the State Board of Education by Acting Commissioner Cerf that our district be certified as provid-
ing a thorough and efficient system of education for a period of three years or until our next Qual-
ity Single Accountability Continuum (QSAC) review.  
 

This issue of Focus on Franklin Township Public Schools represents the first edition of our on-line 
newsletter.  We will no longer be printing copies for mass distribution but will have some paper 
copies available in the office of each school for those in our district without internet access.   
 

In this first issue we have tried to highlight information presented at Special Board of Education 
meetings.  This issue also contains information on Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying require-
ments and a recap of last year’s Rock for Reading Campaign.  Stories about District/Community 
events are featured as well as a column called “Way to Go” which highlights positive news about 
students and staff from each of our schools. To access more information on a topic available on 
other district web pages, click on the purple text.   
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Franklin Township Public Schools Administration Building, 1755 Amwell Road, Somerset, NJ 08873 (732) 873-2400 www.franklinboe.org 

AN INVITATION 
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CREATION 
OF A FIVE YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

THE FINAL public meeting will be held on 

MONDAY, JUNE 11, 2012  

At 7:30 pm in THE franklin High school cafeteria 

CALENDAR ADJUSTMENTS 

FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL; FRANKLIN MIDDLE SCHOOL;  CONERLY ROAD SCHOOL; ELIZABETH 
AVENUE SCHOOL; FRANKLIN PARK SCHOOL; HILLCREST SCHOOL; AND PINE GROVE MANOR 
SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED FOR STUDENTS AND 10 MONTH INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF ON MONDAY, 
MAY 21, 2012; FRIDAY, MAY 25, 2012  AND TUESDAY, MAY 29, 2012. 

MACAFEE ROAD SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED FOR STUDENTS AND 10 MONTH INSTRUCTIONAL 
STAFF ON FRIDAY, MAY 25, 2012 AND TUESDAY, MAY 29, 2012 

SAMPSON G. SMITH SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED FOR STUDENTS AND 10 MONTH INSTRUCTIONAL 
STAFF ON FRIDAY, MAY 25, 2012 

 

http://www.franklinboe.org//Domain/1860
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Franklin Township Public School Students 
“Back Pack” to School – With A Little Help From Some Friends   

On September 13, 2011, over thirty third grade students from Pine Grove Manor School joined Assemblyman Upendra 

Chivukula; Darrin Russo from the Police Benevolent Association of Franklin Township; Julia Presley, Vice President of 

the Franklin Township Board of Education; Franklin Township Board of Education member Eva Nagy; Assistant Su-

perintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, Eveny Pagán; 

John Haney, Principal of Elizabeth Avenue School and 

Jennifer Whitner, Principal of Pine Grove Manor School, 

at a special assembly to kickoff the school year.  Thanks 

to the efforts of Assemblyman Chivukula and the gener-

ous donations of the Franklin Township Community, 

these lucky students were able to choose a new backpack 

filled with school supplies.  

A total of 126 backpacks were donated to Franklin Town-

ship Public School third graders this year as part of As-

semblyman Chivukula’s school supply campaign.  His of-

fice had received donations from all aspects of the commu-

nity including individuals, senior centers, churches, civic 

organizations and businesses.  The Franklin Township Po-

lice Benevolent Association was able to make an especially 

significant contribution this year and their representative 

was able to join in the assembly as well. 

Assemblyman Chivukula spoke briefly to the students on the importance of education and told the children present that 

these supplies would serve as the tools for their work.  Dr. Presley, Ms. Pagán and Ms. Whitner thanked the Assembly-

man and PBA delegate for their efforts.  The children present were able to pick a backpack from a variety of styles on 

display on the stage.  The remaining backpacks were later distributed to other students at Pine Grove Manor and Eliza-

beth Avenue Schools.  

 

 
Franklin Township’s Wellness Committee Zumba’s to Fundraising Success    

On Thursday, January 19, 2012 the Franklin Township Health and Wellness Committee 
hosted a Zumba Fitness-a-thon at Franklin High School and raised $2,200 to support the 
District’s Bi-Annual “National Every 15 Minutes” Drunk Driving Awareness Program. A vari-
ety of vendors were on hand to celebrate healthy living. Special thanks to professional 
Zumba Instructors, Anniely, Ana, Darlena and Chelsea and FHS student Devante Mobley 
aka “DJ Kaution” for keeping everyone’s energy going for the entire night!  Every 15 Minutes 
took place on April 24-25, 2012 and will be featured in the next district newsletter.      

Assemblyman Chivukula and his staff join Darrin Russo of the Po-
lice Benevolent Association of Franklin Township, Board of Educa-
tion Members, Assistant Superintendent Pagán, Principals Haney 
and Whitner and students of Pine Grove Manor at a special as-
sembly.    
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FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP REMEMBERS THEIR OWN  

On September 9, 2011 a memorial service was held at the Municipal Complex to remember those lost on September 
11, 2001, and to pay special tribute to those individuals who were killed who had a special tie to the Franklin Township 
Community.  The solemn ceremony began at 6:30 pm and featured remarks by local clergy and municipal leaders.  The 
Franklin High School Marching Band performed The Star Spangled Banner, Franklin High School student, Devin Hall, 
sang God Bless America and James Salgado, also a student of Franklin High School, played a moving rendition of 
Taps at the conclusion of the ceremony. 
 

The service paid tribute to the firefighters, law enforcement officials and emergency service workers who lost their 
lives on September 11, 2001.  Four individuals with ties to the Franklin Township Community were also remembered:  
Sheryl L. Rosenbaum and Venesha O. Richards both Franklin High School graduates; Stephen Joseph, a Franklin Park 
resident and Ganesh Ladkat, a Somerset resident.  Special tribute was also given to Firefighter John Collins, a former 
resident of Franklin Township who was killed in the line of duty that day.  Members of Firefighter Collins’ family 
were on hand to witness the unveiling of the street sign in the municipal complex which now bears his name.  The re-
membrance ceremony was sponsored by the Franklin Township Fire Chief’s Association, the Franklin Township 
Mayor and Council, the Franklin Township Police Department and The Franklin Township Board of Education. 

Early in April of 2012, Franklin Township was presented with a piece of World Trade Center Steel.  This steel will be 
used in a monument to be built in front of the Township library.  This monument is expected to be completed by  Sep-
tember 11, 2012 to commemorate the 11th anniversary of the tragedy.   
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FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF EDUCATION SPECIAL MEETING RECAP  
 

TESTING PRESENTATION 

On Tuesday, November 29, 2011, a Special Meeting of the Franklin Township Board of Education was held in the cafete-
ria of Franklin High School at 7:30 pm. The purpose of this meeting was to present to the Board and to the public, the 
New Jersey State Assessment results for the district from the 2010-2011 school year. The presentation of these results was 
required by No Child Left Behind.  Based on those results, five of the schools in the district made Adequate Yearly Pro-
gress [AYP] as defined by the NJ State Department of Education. Other, more specific presentations on school or special-
ized sub groups were held at additional Board meetings.  A web page was created to house these presentations.   

LONG RANGE FACILITIES PLAN PRESENTATION 

Following the work done by the Long Range Facilities Plan Advisory Task Force over the summer, the SSP Architectural 
Group presented a Long Range Facilities Plan to the Board and public at a Special Board of Education Meeting on Octo-
ber  25, 2011.  The Plan was further reviewed by the Board on January 19, 2012.  This “sustainable action plan for the 
district’s growth into the next decade” is a look ahead at how existing facilities can best be adapted to meet future educa-
tional program needs through capital repairs, upgrades, expansion, and improvements to the learning environments. It 
contains proposed changes regarding grade configuration, new construction and renovation projects.  The implementation 
phase is just beginning.  The Facilities Committee, along with the Superintendent and members of his staff, will review 
the recommendations of the Long Range Facilities Plan in detail.  It is expected that an architect will used to assist in this 
process.   

BUDGET PRESENTATIONS 

Two Special Board of Education Meetings were held on the proposed 2012 –2013 school budget.  On March 1, 2012 a 
preliminary budget was presented and at the March 29, 2012 meeting, the proposed budget was approved by the Board.   

http://www.franklinboe.org//Domain/1818
http://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/1/LRFP_FinalRpt.pdf
http://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/1851/2012%202013%20PROPOSED%20BUDGET%20PRESENTATION%20for%203-29-12.pdf
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WAY TO GO…. 
A Message from Board of Education President  

Teletha A. Brown 

To become successful is to recognize every tiny step towards success and then take more of them. ~ 

Larina Kase  

There are many schools of thought regarding the best way to encourage success. There are as many books 
written about success as there are paths to accomplish it. However, the irrefutable truth is that success takes 
time and on the path to success there are many challenges and opportunities. 

As President of the Franklin Township Board of Education, I want, what I believe our parents, teachers and 
administrators also desire.  To improve our schools so that teaching and learning consistently encourage 
and enable the success of our students. I know that we have a “ways to go”.  There are many things from 
boilers and buildings to involvement and email that can use improvement and attention. However, like Larina 
Kase, licensed psychologist and marketing wiz, states, “we must recognize every tiny step towards success”.  
We must recognize that even incremental movement of a data point requires a concerted effort from teach-
ers, parents, administrators, volunteers and students.  We must recognize that we must reward the behavior 
we want to see. 

So to that end, we include for you, a sampling of shining moments from our schools. We know we have a 
“ways to go” but today, we pause to say “WAY TO GO”! 

Franklin High School -Six students from Franklin High School won medals in the National Etymology Exam.  
 

Franklin Middle School-Franklin Middle School’s Food Drive: FMS collected a total of 1,565 pounds of food during its recent 
Food Drive and the food was donated to the Franklin Township Food Bank.  

Sampson G. Smith School - the Sampson G. Smith School family celebrated their second annual spelling bee. Each 
classroom held an individual spelling bee and the winner of each classroom bee participated in the school-wide bee. 

Conerly Road School five student members of CRS’s Schools for Energy Efficiency® Program (SEE ) Squad spoke at a 
Board meeting on February 23, 2012 reminding everyone to save energy by turning off lights and other electrical equipment when 
not in use.   

Elizabeth Avenue School –the outstanding performance of an Elizabeth Avenue second grader in world Math Day placed 
him in the top 10 students in the United States of America for the 4-7 age group.  

Franklin Park School-trustees of the New Jersey Agricultural Society presented Franklin Park School students with med-
als and prizes for their participation in the New Jersey Agricultural Society’s Poster and Essay Contest.  
 

Hillcrest School—All students at Hillcrest School are participating in the Terracycle Program, where many items from school 
and home can be brought in and deposited into labeled recycling bins. These items are packed by teachers and shipped to Terra-
cycle where they are counted and up-cycled into new items. 

Mac Afee Road School– grows a Garden of Readers, this Reading Incentive Program  
had a  goal to grow the number of titles in their garden to more than 8,000 books. Family 
 Reading Nights were held.  
 

Pine Grove Manor School the students at PGM were given praise from a visiting guest 
speaker, “This year amongst all the years I have been doing it (6 in total now, going on 7), the 
PGM children of all the grades were the best- behaved audience we could ask for. They were 
attentive, excellent listeners and asked some very smart questions in regards to fire preven-
tion...” 
 

For more “Way to Go” news, visit the Board President Reports on the  

District Web Site.  

http://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/1882/FHSEtymology.pdf
http://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/1882/SGSSpellB.pdf
http://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/1882/W2GoCrs.pdf
http://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/1882/WorldMathEAS.pdf
http://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/1882/W2GoFPS.pdf
http://www.franklinboe.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=2366&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=5445&PageID=1
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DISTRICT GARDEN VOLUNTEERS RECOGNIZEDDISTRICT GARDEN VOLUNTEERS RECOGNIZED  

On Thursday, October 13, 2011 a special ceremony was held prior to the Franklin Township Board of Educa-

tion meeting to recognize the efforts of the students, staff, and community members who have tended the gar-

dens of the district. Board President, Teletha A. Brown and Vice President, Julia Presley, read the names of 

some 112 volunteers and presented certificates of appreciation to those in attendance.  Among those present 

was Ms. Marilyn Altman, the driving force behind a dedicated group of volunteers who help to maintain the 

gardens at Elizabeth Avenue School, MacAfee Road School and Pine Grove Manor School. 

This grass roots group of 21 individuals began two years ago.  Ms. Altman had read about a garden project at 

the Princeton Schools and said to herself, “certainly the kids in Franklin deserved to have gardens at their 

school too.”  She discussed this with her friends and the Superintendent.  Shortly thereafter, with the help of 

Dr. John Roberts, the district Director of Science and the science teachers at Elizabeth Avenue and Pine 

Grove Manor, the School Yard Gardens were created.    Last year, MacAfee Road School joined as well.  This 

dedicated  group of volunteers maintain the gardens at these schools even when the students are on summer 

break.  The students help to tend the gardens during the school year. 

That evening, the Board of Education recognized other gardening clubs at Conerly Road and Franklin Park 

Schools.  Many individuals who help maintain the gardens of the district were also mentioned: from the par-

ent who steps up to plant or weed when needed - to the dedicated staff members who work with the children of 

the district helping them grow while the children themselves are learning to nurture 

other living things.  The Board recognized those businesses who supply “seed money” 

and other supplies so that the gardens can thrive.  Finally, the Board also recognized the 

dedicated work of the District Groundsmen. 

 

FOR GARDENING OR OTHER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

WITH FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

PLEASE CALL (732) 873– 2400 X 206 

 
District Responds to Pests 

The presence of bed bugs was found in several of our district schools in March.  The extent of the presence 
varied from school to school and the District’s response has been tailored to each school.  The majority of 
the district buses were also checked and treated where necessary . 
 

Bed bugs are a nuisance but their bites are not known to spread disease.  They should not be considered 
as a medical or public health hazard nor are they associated with un-cleanliness or socioeconomic status.   
 

The District has set up a web page for further information on the subject and will be working with the 
Township and the County Department of  Health  to provide further education and resources to assist 
families who may have these pests in their homes.   

http://www.franklinboe.org//Domain/1859


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS BEGINS A FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS BEGINS A   
“YEAR OF RESPECT”“YEAR OF RESPECT”  
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In New Jersey  Public Schools, one week early in  
October will now be known as the Week of Re-
spect.  In September of 2011, Franklin Township 
Public Schools began a “Year of Respect” with 
new procedures and programs to promote toler-
ance and curtail incidents of Harassment, Intimi-
dation and Bullying [HIB].   
This past summer, the New Jersey Legislature cre-
ated a law, the Anti Bullying Bill of Rights which 
has been hailed as the toughest anti bullying leg-
islation in the country.  The Franklin Township 
Board of Education adopted a revised Harass-
ment, Intimidation and Bullying policy in compli-
ance with that law in August of 201, and began 
to roll out the procedures required by the policy 

when school started in September. 
Among those procedures was the creation of a District Anti Bullying Coordinator and school level 
Anti Bullying Specialists.  Under the new law, the Anti Bullying Specialists conduct the investiga-
tions of all reported incidents of Harassment, Intimidation or Bullying.  Following the investigation 
the results are reported to the Building Principal, Superintendent, Board of Education and parents 
of those involved.  There is an appeal process available.  All cases are reviewed by the building 
level and district level safety teams as well.    
“The review of all cases by the safety teams allows the schools and district to identify patterns of 
behavior which may require an institutional response, for example an assembly on a certain sub-
ject or additional security in a particular area,” said Orvyl Wilson, District Anti-Bullying Coordinator.   
For more information on the District’s HIB Policy and procedures, please visit the Safety, Security 
and HIB web page on the District web site.    
 

 

Poster created by Franklin High School student, Kevin Lu for a 
Week of Respect contest.   

Franklin High School Award Winning  
Anti–Bullying Play Featured on NJTV   

“Shadows—the Stories Behind Bullying” was created by 
Franklin High School students under the direction of teach-
ers Jennifer Little and Michael Pinnix using information 
gathered from surveys of FHS students as well as news ac-
counts of bullying tragedies. This moving piece incorpo-
rates the point of view of the victim, bully and bystander.  
Shadows, the recipient of the prestigious 2011 Golden Bell 
Leadership Award from the Mental Health Association in 
New Jersey was featured on Classroom Close Up, a 
magazine program focusing on innovative projects hap-
pening in New Jersey public schools.  The segment aired 
on February 12 and March 18, 2012, a clip is available via 
the HIB web page.  A free public performance  of Shad-
ows was also held at Sampson G. Smith School on April 25, 
2012.    

Cast Members of Shadows-the Stories Behind Bullying 

http://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/1882/5131.1HIB -8-25-11.pdf
http://www.franklinboe.org//Domain/28
http://www.franklinboe.org//Domain/28
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FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
CELEBRATES DR. SEUSS’ BIRTHDAY 

AND READ ACROSS AMERICA 

The more that you read,                                                   The more that you learn,  
   the more things you will know.                                         the more places you'll go. 

- Dr. Seuss 

 

ROCK FOR READING CAMPAIGN RAISES OVER $ 73,000.00  
TO SUPPORT CLASSROOM LIBRARIES 

Jacquelynn Orsillo, a first grade teacher at Franklin Park 
School with her classroom library.    

March 2, 2012, Franklin Township Public Schools 
joined the rest of the country in celebrating the 
birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel a/k/a  Dr. 
Seuss, by participating in the Read Across Amer-
ica Program.  The National Education Association 
started the Read Across America program 15 
years ago in order to motivate children and teens 
to read and ultimately build a nation of readers.  
At our schools, Board members, administrators 
and older students took time to read to our 
younger students.   

At Hillcrest Elementary School, Ms. Gross’  kindergarten class, sang Happy Birthday to Dr. Seuss, 
who would have been 108 that day (the author died at age of 87 in 1991).  Two 8th grade students 
from Franklin Middle School, Carlin Fernandez (shown above) and Collin Kane became teachers in 
training that morning, reading several books in an animated way and engaging the students in dia-
logue about the stories that they had read.   

During the week proceeding Read Across America, students at Franklin Middle School participated 
in activities related to the popular novel, “The Hunger Games” by Suzanne Collins.  These activities 
included a contests and “Drop Everything and Read” sessions where at a different time each day 
that week, everyone in the building would stop what they were doing and read for 15 minutes.   

It began as a discussion between Principal Bill Grippo and Assistant Superintendent Eveny Pagán about in-
creasing the amount of books in MacAfee Road School’s classroom libraries.  It grew into a district wide, 
year long, fundraising initiative to supply books for grades K-8. It was the Rock for  

Reading Book Campaign and it raised a total of 
$73,117.46 .  “Besides the money, a ton of good will was 
raised”, said Mr. Grippo, Chairman and driving force behind 
the initiative.   

Many local businesses and churches donated supplies, ser-
vices and other in-kind gifts.  District wide events included a 
Zumba-thon where donations could be earmarked for a cer-
tain school.   

Jacquelynn Orsillo, a first grade teacher at Franklin Park 
School raised the most money as an individual for that 
event.  She received donations from family, friends and 
customers at her family’s pizzeria.   The breakdown of 
monies allotted to each school is available on the District 
web site.   

http://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/1882/R4ReadDistrib.pdf


 
 
 
 
RECOGNITION - to be aware or appreciative of…. 

 

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HAS RECOGNIZED THE EFFORTS OF 
THE FOLLOWING GROUPS AT PAST BOARD MEETINGS 

 

Bus Drivers / Transportation Department Workers  
Food Service Workers  

Education Support Professionals  
Substitutes  

FREE AND REDUCED MEAL APPLICATION 
Household applications for free and reduced meals may be submitted at any time 
during the school year.  If you have not applied this year please take advantage of 
this opportunity to apply.  If you have already applied, but your financial circum-
stances or the number of people living with you has changed, you may apply again 
as you may now qualify.  The application may be downloaded from the Parents 
section of the District Website:  www.franklinboe.org 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP  
Creating a plan to improve district communication is an important aspect of the District  

Communication Goal this year. Your input is an essential part in creating that plan.  
 

Thanks to all  who participated in the District Communication Survey.  The survey sought to 
ascertain the public’s perception of the effectiveness of the communication received from the 
district via the web site, the school based web sites and district television.  The final results 
will be reported in the next issue of the newsletter.  A preliminary review reveals that many of 
those who completed the survey prefer to receive emergency communication from the district 
via a phone blast.  Messages via backpack were a preference for many with regard to non 
emergency messages.  Some favorable areas of the web sites included the calendar; upcoming 
events and the ability to access lunch menus. A need expressed by some was easier access to 
teacher e-mail addresses and more consistency with regard to the teacher pages.  Many of 
those who completed the survey indicated that they never or very rarely watch district televi-
sion  meeting.   

Comments...Questions...Story Ideas... 

Please contact Mary Clark, Coordinator of Policies and Regulations at (732) 873-2400 x 206 or at 
mclark@franklinboe.org if you have any comments or questions about District communications, the 

newsletter or if you wish to discuss any story ideas for future articles. Thank you.  
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