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Giving Thanks...Giving Back...Franklin Township Public Schools
Prepare to Help Neighbors Near and Far
“I have always been very proud of the way our staff and students step up to help those in
need,” Superintendent Edward Seto recently said.
This year is no exception. Some of the highlights of the charitable work being done in
our schools include recent food drives for the Franklin Food Bank by Conerly Road and
Sampson G. Smith Schools. SGS’s effort totaled more than 2000 pounds.
Other schools, such as Elizabeth Avenue, Pine Grove Manor and Franklin Park Schools,
gave food directly to local families. Some 4th grade students and kindergarteners at
MacAfee Road School paired up to create decorative placemats for a local charity to use
on Thanksgiving Day. Some of our other schools will extend their local food drive efforts
beyond Thanksgiving. Franklin High School and Franklin Middle School’s collections
end in December.
Hillcrest School’s charitable efforts extend beyond Franklin, with fundraising for those
affected by the typhoon in the Philippines. SGS and other schools plan collections for the
victims of that tragedy as well.
December will bring another round of charitable efforts. MacAfee students will bring in
new gloves and hats to give to a local charity, while the staff at Franklin Park School will
participate in an annual giving tree. There staff members take a tag with the “wish” of a
local child and purchase that item. These items then anonymously find their way to the
children who made that wish. “The idea of giving back is the message we are trying to
articulate and the staff here have been incredibly supportive,” explained FPS Principal
Nicole Scott. There are also toy drives planned at FHS and SGS.
This type of work will continue after the New Year as well. The District has recently partnered with Next Generation Wealth Planning and Main Street Philanthropy to create a
dynamic, real world experience in charitable giving and fundraising as part of the Business Psychology class at FHS. Over a ten week period, our students will identify local
charities whose missions align with their charitable passions and working in small
groups, will examine these organizations’ tax returns and evaluate their effectiveness in
accomplishing their charitable purposes. Eventually, they will deliver checks to those
charities that are doing the best job in the community and will continue to show how
Franklin Township Public Schools students step up to help.

A Holiday Message from Superintendent Seto:
During this Season may we all have the opportunity to enjoy our families and reflect on our blessings.
And may the spirit of gratitude created by those reflections bring all a sense of
peace that carries throughout the New Year.
Franklin Township Public Schools Administration Building, 1755 Amwell Road, Somerset, NJ 08873 (732) 873-2400 www.franklinboe.org

FOCUS NEWSLETTER

- PAGE 2 -

SEPTEMBER 2013—NOVEMBER 2013

Franklin Township Students Head Back to School
As Some Students Begin to Enjoy Breakfast in the Classroom
On September 9, 2013, over 7,000 students in grades K-12 began the
2013– 2014 school year. Our Pre—K student began their year a few
days later on September 11. That following week students in our elementary schools were given the opportunity to participate in an innovative and valuable new program called “Breakfast in the Classroom”.
“We are very excited about this opportunity to offer a healthy breakfast to our young students so that they may start the day ready to
learn,” said Superintendent Edward Seto.

Hillcrest Principal Evelyn
Rutledge helps a student find
her way “back to school”.

As the name implies, a nutritious breakfast is served in every classroom. Students choosing to participate take a meal as soon as they arrive in the classroom and eat before the school day begins. This normally takes about ten minutes. Unopened food is returned to the food
service department while garbage is left outside of the classroom and
collected by our custodial staff.

“At the beginning, we were concerned about the mess,” said one second grade teacher at Elizabeth Avenue School. But as the year has progressed classrooms have developed a system of
their own and the students have become more responsive.
Franklin Township Public Schools successfully piloted a similar
breakfast in the classroom program at Pine Grove Manor School
for a portion of last school year and offered all K-8 students breakfast in the classroom during the state tests administered this past
school year. The Breakfast in the Classroom Program provided an
opportunity for more students to eat this important meal and be
prepared to start the school day ready to learn. The benefits of
this continue throughout the morning, eliminating hunger-related
headaches, stomachaches and disruptions.
The Program has reached a significant number of students with
881 more breakfasts per day being served as compared to the same
time period last year when breakfast was offered only in the cafeteria, before the school day.

A student selects a breakfast as
her teacher looks on.

“We will continue to monitor the Program as the year progresses and evaluate if and how it
should be implemented next year,” said Superintendent Seto.

Thank You Education Support Professionals
At the Board of Education meeting on November 14, 2013, the Franklin Township Board of Education, by resolution, formally recognized the dedicated support staff in the Paraprofessional, Secretarial/Clerical, Maintenance, Grounds, Custodial, Security, Transportation, and Cafeteria departments and joined the nation in proclaiming Wednesday, November 20, 2013, Educational Support
Professionals Day throughout all of the public schools, buildings, and facilities in Franklin Township.
Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication.
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MacAfee Road School Grows a Garden of Readers
Who is that guy sleeping on the roof of MacAfee
Road School? Well, if all goes as expected, that
would be Principal Bill Grippo. The students of MAC
have from October until June to read a total of
20,000 books in the Growing a Garden of Readers
Program and if they reach their goal…well it won’t
be Santa on the roof in June.
The Growing a Garden of Readers Program is starting its fifth year at MacAfee. This program was created to support a school-wide initiative to increase
parent involvement and student achievement.

Mrs. Jean Motard, teacher at MacAfee Road School,
reads to students at the Fall in Reading Celebration
–the kick off of the Growing a Garden of Readers

The school-wide goals, formulated by the Reading Incentive Committee, have grown
from 3,000 books in the 2009-2010 school year to the daunting 20,000 mark this year –
that’s 45 books per student! But, to date, the students at MacAfee Road School have
surpassed their goal each year.
These students will accomplish this goal with help and encouragement from their teachers and parents. The Program starts off every fall with a celebration. Then parents are responsible for signing Reading response journals to verify that his/her child has read the required number of books and wrote a book summary.
Progress in the Program is measured on a weekly basis. The number of books are recorded on a spreadsheet. Students are called down on Friday morning to receive weekly prizes such as pencils or bookmarks. At the end of the month students who have read the
required number of books are entered into a raffle for prizes such as gift cards and other
donated items.
So why would Mr. Grippo be sleeping on the roof? This idea came about from a book
Miss Malarkey Leaves No Reader Behind in which Principal Wiggins promises to dye his hair
purple and sleep on the school roof if the students read 1,000 books that year. Miss Malarkey, a teacher there, is determined to find the right book for each student and learn to
love reading. If the students at MAC are successful, we will all be looking up in June.
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TEACHERS LEARN FROM THEIR PEERS AT SGS TEACHER’S ACADEMY
It was a Wednesday afternoon in October. The students had been dismissed, but school
was still in session for 15+ teachers who were voluntarily learning from their peers at the
Sampson G. Smith Teacher’s Academy.
The Teacher's Academy is a new Professional Learning Community at SGS. Our goal is
to provide monthly professional development opportunities to staff at Sampson G. Smith
School. This is part of an SGS initiative to share researched-based best practices and retain high quality staff.
This program was developed by SGS administration in the summer of 2013. Staff members who wish to participate in the planning of Teacher's Academy were asked to sign up
at our first faculty meeting this year. The planning committee meets once per month to
plan events and review the effectiveness of each session
On that Wednesday in October, the teachers and administrators discussed the use of Anecdotal Notes and Parent Teacher Conference Strategies. The lesson operated in a fashion similar to a student lesson. Technology was integrated with a PowerPoint presentation and video clip. Small group discussion followed to determine the strong and weak
points of the video example. Then a larger group discussion ensued where each table of
participants shared their thoughts.
Topics for other lessons include: Classroom Management-The Oppositional Student; Interactive Whiteboard; Engaging Students in Learning and Addressing the Needs of Gifted
and Talented Students. These topics were chosen through a process that includes an
online survey distributed to staff members to
identify areas of interest. The results of the
survey were reviewed by the committee. Then
potential presenters were asked to submit a
proposal form and to identify the research they
used in order to create their presentation.
All SGS staff members are invited to participate in each session. “The response has been
very positive from participants. We are particularly pleased with the high turnout of new
staff members that have become regular attendees,” said Vice Principal David Whitman.

Following the lesson, teachers discuss the presentation at
the SGS Teacher’s Academy

Professional development is an integral part of our teachers’ and ultimately our students’
success. The Teachers Academy at SGS is just one of the ways it is presented in Franklin Township Public Schools.
“The biggest benefit of the teacher's academy is the platform it offers for our colleagues to
share their expertise with each other. It's amazing to see the expertise of our staff members on such diverse topics!” said teacher Jessica Sullivan.
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DID YOU KNOW….
Positive News About the District Students, Staff,
Alumni and Programs
At recent Board of Education meetings Dr. Julia Presley has shared the following “Did You Know”
moments as part of her Board President’s report.
 Did You Know: Franklin High School students Neha Hinduja, Naweed Karimi, Jay Parekh, Eleanor

Pillsbury, and Alexandra Schmidt have been named Commended Students in the 2014 National
Merit Scholarship Program. About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being
recognized for their exceptional academic promise. Commended Students placed among the top
five percent of more than 1.5 million students who entered the 2014 competition by taking the
2012 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).
 Did You Know: Franklin High School students Jared Levy, Nathan Sanders, Brooke Tooles, and

Nyema Wesley have been named as Outstanding Participants in the 2014 National Achievement
Scholarship Program.

 Did You Know: Recently retired Franklin High School music teacher, Betty DeMonic, was named as

a winner in the 2013 Somerset County Excellence in the Arts Awards.
 Did You Know: Between November 13-15, 2013, Franklin High School counselor, Deirdra Kea, and

Guidance Director, Dana Karas, participated in the first convening of the Rutgers University Future
Scholars program entitled “Mission: Possible” Transforming the Future through College Access.
The primary purpose was to allow participants to engage in an important national dialogue to
build on existing college access knowledge and to create new strategies for the future. The concluding program “The Forum for the Future” included two FHS seniors, Brandon Bennett and Morgan Brown. Both students spoke about the impact of education and school culture on their future
college and career choices.
 Did You Know: The winners of the Student Assistance Program’s Red Ribbon and Violence Pre-

vention Week poster contest are Brendan Kane, Red Ribbon Poster and Eric Azcona Red Ribbon
and Week of Respect posters.

 Did You Know: Travis Schwarz, Franklin High School Senior, Honors student and son of District

health teacher Christine Schwarz, led a group of Boy Scouts and adults in completing a beautification project at Elizabeth Avenue School before the start of this school year.

 Did You Know: Franklin Middle School track students ran three championship races, including

one at Great Adventure, which the boys won (out of 14 schools). The girls finished 5th at the Summit Invitational which included 26 schools. Franklin Middle School also had two dynamic standout student athletes this year, Jordyn Wright and Damani Wainwright.

Coming Soon…
Be on the look out for slide show presentations featuring our students, staff and Franklin
families to be shown before the Board of Education action session meetings.
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DISTRICT PREPARES FOR REFERENDUM
What began with the District’s Long Range Facilities and
Strategic Plans and continued on the Road to Referendum
will soon come to fruition as the Board of Education prepares to announce a referendum date.
“We are waiting for word from the State on funding applications that the District has submitted. We expect that decision in early December,” said John Calavano, Assistant Superintendent for Business/Board Secretary.
Should the District be successful in securing State assistance, the tax implications for the average homeowner is expected to decrease. Currently the total cost of the plan is
estimated to be $84.9 million dollars with a yearly tax increase of approximately $214 per household, based on an
average home value of $304,258.
The proposed Plan addresses four student-centered areas of focus: Space, Operations,
Education and Safety. With an expected student growth of over 800 more students in
the next 5 years, the Plan provides for the building of a new elementary school on Board
of Education owned property on Claremont Road, as well as expansions to Elizabeth Avenue and Hillcrest Elementary Schools.
The Plan includes a grade re-configuration which results in One Less Move for our students: bringing our 5th graders back to our elementary schools and creating a Middle
School for grades 6-8. This Middle School will be located on two campuses: one at the
current location of Franklin Middle School and one at the Sampson G. Smith School facility.
Under the proposed Plan, the Sampson G. Smith facility will receive updates in the cafeteria, auditorium and science labs, as well as an addition to the gymnasium. Our other
schools will benefit from the Plan with building projects such as bathroom renovations,
handicapped access at Pine Grove Manor School and the installation of energy efficient
windows.
Safety concerns will be addressed through parking lot repairs, fire alarm and electrical
upgrades and outside lighting. Finally, the Plan will allow the District to re-evaluate the
use of our portable classrooms. New trailers have been installed, but the State will not
allow them to be used indefinitely. If the Referendum is successful and the need for the
trailers as classrooms is eliminated, the District could choose to utilize the trailers differently.
After the District receives word from the State on our funding applications, the Board of
Education will then vote on a date to put the proposed Plan for a public referendum
vote. The dates that these votes could occur are set by law, with the next dates being in
March of 2014 and late September of 2014. More information about One Less Move will
be available on the District website shortly.

Coming Soon...
Staff Members...be on the look out in the New Year for the Wellness Committee Web
Site featuring information on fitness opportunities in the District, health screenings
and contests.
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Conerly Road School’s Skype Pal Joins Students in Person
to Commemorate September 11, 2013
Last June, thanks to technology and some logistical planning, the students of Conerly
Road School were able to virtually meet and ask some questions of their pen pal, a
member of our armed forces stationed oversees. On this September 11, their Skype
pal visited their school in person and asked them some questions of his own.
“Does anyone know how many stars are on the flag and what they represent?” asked
Colonel Frank A. Kuczynski during an assembly commemorating September 11. Students correctly answered some questions—What is the 50th state? Hawaii. Other answers were not correct-What date was the flag adopted? Saturday. The flag facts tied
into the Colonel’s last “visit” on Flag Day, June 14, 2013.
Colonel Kuczynski is the brother of Conerly Road secretary, Sue Panchery. She and
Principal Dr. Donna Silva Burnett, a 22 year veteran of the
Army herself, coordinated the effort to send Colonel Frank
letters which he shared with as many soldiers as he could.
Some of the soldiers began corresponding with the students.
Then, last June, due to the diligent efforts of the Technology
Department and tech coach Myra Brown, Colonel Frank, who
was stationed oversees, virtually visited the students of
Conerly Road. At that time he spoke about being in the army and how much he and his friends enjoyed the letters
that the students had sent. His “in person” visit in Septem- A student at Conerly Road School
asks Colonel Frank a question at an
ber was a very exciting moment for the Conerly Road stuassemble on September 11, 2013.
dents and staff.

UPCOMING CALENDAR DATES
December 4, 2013 Special Board of Education Meeting Testing Report
December 6, 2013 Report Card Distribution
December 6-8, 2013 Franklin Middle School Fall Drama , James & the Giant Peach
December 9, 2013 Minimum Session All Schools
December 10, 2013 Franklin High School Piano Recital
December 11, 2013 MacAfee Road School 3rd & 4th Grade Chorus Winter Concert
December 12, 2013 Board of Education Meeting (work session)
December 12, 2013 Franklin Middle School Winter Band Concert
December 12, 2013 Sampson G. Smith School 6th Grade Orchestra and Advanced Band Concert
December 16, 2013 Sampson G. Smith School Conservatory Chorus and Conservatory Band Concert
December 17, 2013 Franklin High School Winter Choral Concert
December 18, 2013 Franklin Middle School Strings/Choral Concert
December 19, 2013 Board of Education Meeting (action meeting)
December 23-January 1, 2014 Winter Recess—Schools Re-Open January 2, 2014
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OCTOBER WAS NATIONAL PRINCIPAL’S MONTH
On September 26, 2013, the Franklin Township Board of Education recognized that the
month of October 2013 had been declared National Principal’s Month and was dedicated
to recognizing the significant contributions of our nation’s principals and the enthusiasm they have for providing quality educational experiences and guidance to their students. The Board recognized and expressed appreciation for the skills, dedication and
commitment of the principals of the Franklin Township Public Schools and the challenges they face daily. The Board commended our principals for their continued service to
our children.

James Bevere
Franklin High School
“My favorite thing about being a Principal is watching
boys and girls grow from nervous and curious freshman into confident and prepared men and women,
ready to tackle the world.
High School is a dress rehearsal for the real world.”

RaShawn Adams
Franklin Middle School
“Not Failure, but low aim is sin!"
Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, Ph.D.

Eileen Brett
Sampson G. Smith School
Donna Silva Burnett
Conerly Road School
"Onwards and upwards in the best of circumstances when no one expects positive results."

“I stand proudly in our lobby each day welcoming
the students to another day of exciting discoveries
and lifelong relationships. I know I stand there
welcoming ‘our future leaders’, those who will
make a difference in our world. My hope each
morning is that I serve them well as they pass
through this segment of an awesome journey.”
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Let’s see what our Principals had to say...with a quote that had a special
meaning to them or a statement on being a principal…

John Haney
Elizabeth Avenue School

William Grippo
MacAfee Road School

“The thing I like most about being a Principal is
the satisfaction of seeing the students, parents,
and staff working together to help students
achieve their dreams. It is inspiring to work with
so many talented and caring people.”

Evelyn Rutledge
Hillcrest School
“What I find most rewarding about
being a Principal is engaging in professional learning alongside the teachers. As an instructional leader my educational experiences assist me daily
in guiding and supporting teachers in
continued professional growth as well
as enhancing our professional instructional practices. For my students,
aside from them putting a smile on my
face, I model good citizenship and
live by the Hillcrest School Motto
which is: Learners Today, Leaders
Tomorrow.”

Miguel Rivera
Pine Grove Manor School
“If you want one year of
prosperity, grow grain.
If you want ten years of
prosperity, grow trees.
If you want one hundred
years of prosperity grow
people."

“Do whatever is best for the
kids each day; and you never
go wrong as a Principal!!”

Nicole Scott
Franklin Park School
“My favorite part about being an
elementary Principal… Being
surrounded by hopes and dreams
of children and working together
with my staff to help them become a reality.”
“Capture your dreams and your
life becomes full. You can, because you think you can.” Nikita
Koloff
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A REMINDER ABOUT SCHOOL CLOSING COMMUNICATION
If the schools of Franklin Township Public Schools are closed, have a delayed opening or early emergency closing, you will receive a phone call from our automated emergency telephone system.
The following are other ways to check on the status of the schools:
Dial our emergency information number (732) 873-2400 Ext. 555—to hear messages on school
closings and delayed openings.
 Check on Website, www.franklinboe.org for updated information.
 Tune into our local television stations - Comcast Channel 27/Verizon Fios Channel 34.
 Listen to the following radio and television stations:
WCTC 1450 AM; WHWH 1350 AM; WBUD 1260 AM; WOR 710 AM; WPST 97.5 FM;
WMGQ 98.3 FM; NJ 101.5 FM or News 12 NJ; WABC-TV; WCBS-TV; WNBC-TV; WWORTV; WNYW-TV; WPIX-TV


Stations do not announce specific times, so please click here to see start and dismissal times for the
standard and minimum session; delayed opening and early emergency closings. This information also
appears on the back of the printed District calendar.

FREE AND REDUCED MEAL APPLICATION
Household applications for free and reduced meals may be submitted at any
time during the school year. If you have not applied this year, please take advantage of this opportunity to apply. If you have already applied, but your
financial circumstances or the number of people living with you has changed,
you may apply again as you may now qualify. The application may be downloaded from the Parents section of the District Website: www.franklinboe.org
The application is also available in school offices and at the District Parent Information office. Please call 732-873-2400 Ext. 505 for more information.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The District has created an On-Line Volunteer
Survey to determine the interest and availability
of our community members in volunteering in the
schools of the District. The Survey will allow you
to list times and dates that you are available and
any special interests or skills that you can share.
Potential opportunities include working in our elementary school libraries.

The Warriors on the Move Brick Campaign is a
grassroots fundraising campaign administered by the
Franklin Foundation for Educational Excellence. Its
purpose is to raise money to help fund the completion
of the Franklin High School athletic field. Your donation allows you to "buy a brick" engraved with an inscription of your choice. This brick will become part
of the walkway in the front or
rear of Franklin High
School. Visit franklinboe.org
for more information.

Comments...Questions...Story Ideas...
Please contact Mary Clark, Coordinator of Policies and Regulations at (732) 873-2400
Ext. 206 or at mclark@franklinboe.org if you have any comments or questions about District communications, the newsletter or if you wish to discuss any story ideas for future
articles. Thank you.

