
Eleventh Grade Summer Reading
Assignment

Directions

The first 11th grade unit is Who We Are Culturally. Your summer reading is to choose a MAXIMUM of two age appropriate
books that reflect cultural origins and cultural connections. If you are struggling to find books, we have provided lists of
suggestions for you, as well as some available texts online.  You are not required to choose any books from the lists, but you
may. If you choose books not included on the list, they must reflect the theme Who We Are Culturally and you must have
your teacher’s approval. With your teacher, complete the approval form on the back of this page. Hold on to the approval
form to turn into your 11th grade English teacher in September.

For each book, create a One Pager in response to your summer reading books (a maximum of 2). You may either create it as a
Google Doc to share with your teacher in September, or you may create a hard copy. We understand that it might be difficult
to access all the books, but we strongly encourage you to do your best with summer reading because we believe it will best
prepare you for the next school year.

Your One Pager must include the following:

● Border- Create an original and interesting border. The border must connect on all sides of the One-Pager and have no
breaks. You may want to use important words or phrases from the novel here.

(2 pts.)
● Title and author- Include the title and author of the selected text.

(5 pts.)
● Color- After all required elements have been completed, make sure that you do not have any large white spaces on
your One-Pager. Use more color if necessary.



 (5 pts.)
● Theme statement- Write a sentence showing the theme of the story. Back it up with proof from the text (textual
evidence/ quotes). Write your theme statement and quote your proof from the text with the page number.

( 8 pts.)
● Quotes- Include three relevant quotes from the text that reflect meaning to you through (1.) text-to-text, (2.)
text-to-world, and (3.) text-to-self-connections. Add the page numbers for each quote.   

(10 pts.)
● Pictures- Draw or include three pictures of items and/or characters that show meaning and relevance from the text.
Pictures must be in color.  

(10 pts.)
● Text Opinion- In five to seven sentences add what your overall opinion of the story is. Say whether or not you would
recommend this story and why.   

(8 pts.)
● Name- Put your name on your finished one pager.

(2 pts.)

TOTAL: _____ /50

Where can I get my summer reading books?
● At bookstores (i.e. Barnes and Noble)
● Amazon.com has most books at affordable prices

▪ You can also use Audible to listen to audiobooks (Your first one with a new Audible account is free)
● There are also some Audible books available for free.

o Born Confused
▪ https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B002V1A0X8?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr

-0-33
o American Shaolin: Flying Kicks, Buddhist Monks, and the Legend of Iron Crotch: An Odyssey in

the New China
▪ https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B07KXYPXZK?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-

0-22
o Talon: The Talon Saga, Book 1

https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B002V1A0X8?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-33
https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B002V1A0X8?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-33
https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B07KXYPXZK?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-22
https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B07KXYPXZK?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-22


▪ https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B00LV6FKB6?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-
0-10

o My Almost Flawless Tokyo Dream Life
▪ https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B07L15Y9RW?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cnt

r-0-26

● Through our school library’s digital access (just use your Student ID # and password to log in)
▪ https://www.franklinboe.org/Page/17569

● At the Franklin Township Public Library
▪ You have access to their digital library (ebooks, audiobooks, etc.) through their website

https://www.franklintwp.org/index.php

● Copies of older titles are sometimes available online for free
▪ We have compiled a few pdfs of selected books that you can use if you do not have access to other sources.

● Persepolis
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LYsgisdBAONeoXhwzlCcvuYhR2iy4gpW/view?usp=sharing

● American Street
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gS04Qr7xRuL8E77oLurrRjVAn33B-rFT/view?usp=sharing (Excerpt)

● Life of Pi
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o42EOWkwrbs4ofedQo7LoygVpoSXb9cw/view?usp=sharing

Recommendations:

Book Title Author Synopsis

Life of Pi Yann Martel The son of a zookeeper, Pi Patel has an encyclopedic knowledge of animal behavior
and a fervent love of stories. When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from India to
North America aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo animals bound for

https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B00LV6FKB6?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-10
https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B00LV6FKB6?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-10
https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B07L15Y9RW?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-26
https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B07L15Y9RW?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-26
https://www.franklinboe.org/Page/17569
https://www.franklintwp.org/index.php
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LYsgisdBAONeoXhwzlCcvuYhR2iy4gpW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gS04Qr7xRuL8E77oLurrRjVAn33B-rFT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o42EOWkwrbs4ofedQo7LoygVpoSXb9cw/view?usp=sharing


new homes.The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a
hyena, an orangutan, a wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger.
Soon the tiger has dispatched all but Pi, whose knowledge allows  him to coexist with
Richard Parker for 227 days while lost at sea.

Persepolis Marjane Satrapi Wise, funny, and heartbreaking, Persepolis is Marjane Satrapi’s memoir of growing up
in Iran during the Islamic Revolution. In powerful black-and-white comic strip images,
Satrapi tells the story of her life in Tehran from ages six to fourteen, years that saw
the overthrow of the Shah’s regime, the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and the
devastating effects of war with Iraq.

Born Confused Tanuja Desai Hidier Dimple Lala’s spent her whole life resisting her parents' traditions. But now she's
turning seventeen and things are more complicated than ever. She's still recovering
from a year-old break-up and her best friend isn't around the way she used to be.
Then, her parents arrange for her to meet a "suitable boy”...

City of Saints and
Thieves

Natalie Anderson In the shadows of Sangui City, there lives a girl who doesn't exist. After fleeing the
Congo as refugees, Tina and her mother arrived in Kenya looking for the chance to
build a new life.  Her mother quickly found work as a maid for a prominent family,
headed by Roland Greyhill, one of the city’s foremost business leaders. But Tina soon
learns that the Greyhill fortune was made from a life of corruption.. So when her
mother is found shot to death in Mr. Greyhill's personal study, she knows exactly
who’s behind it...

The Swallows of Kabul Yasmina Khadra Set in Kabul under the rule of the Taliban, this extraordinary novel takes readers into
the lives of two couples: Mohsen, who comes from a family of wealthy shopkeepers
whom the Taliban has destroyed; Zunaira, his wife, exceedingly beautiful, who was
once a brilliant teacher and is now no longer allowed to leave her home without an
escort or covering her face. Intersecting their world is Atiq, a prison keeper, a man
who has sincerely adopted the Taliban ideology and struggles to keep his faith, and
his wife, Musarrat, who once rescued Atiq and is now dying of sickness and despair.
Mohsen wanders through Kabul when he is surrounded by a crowd about to stone an
adulterous woman. Drawn into their rage, he too throws stones at the face of the
condemned woman buried up to her waist and with this gesture the lives of all four



protagonists change…

American Street Ibi Zoboi In this stunning debut novel, Pushcart-nominated author Ibi Zoboi draws on her own
experience as a young Haitian immigrant, infusing this lyrical exploration of America
with magical realism and vodou culture.
On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint thought she would
finally find une belle vie—a good life. But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti,
Fabiola’s mother is detained by U.S. immigration, leaving Fabiola to navigate her loud
American cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit’s west side;
a new school; and a surprising romance, all on her own.

The Good Braider Terry Fairish In spare free verse, laced with unforgettable images, Viola's strikingly original voice
sings out the story of her family's journey from war-torn Sudan, to Cairo, and finally
to Portland, Maine. Here, in the sometimes too close embrace of the local Southern
Sudanese Community, she dreams of South Sudan while she tries to navigate the
strange world of America—a world where a girl can wear a short skirt, get a tattoo, or
even date a boy; a world that puts her into sharp conflict with her traditional
mother...

Recommended by the Franklin Township Public Library

Book Title Author Synopsis

Akata witch Nnedi Okorafor Twelve-year-old Sunny Nwazue, an American-born albino child of

Nigerian parents, moves with her family back to Nigeria, where she

learns that she has latent magical powers which she and three



similarly gifted friends use to catch a serial killer.

Aristotle and Dante

Discover the Secrets of the

Universe

Benjamin Alire Sáenz Fifteen-year-old Ari Mendoza is an angry loner with a brother in

prison, but when he meets Dante and they become friends, Ari starts

to ask questions about himself, his parents, and his family that he has

never asked before.

Gabi: a girl in pieces Isabel Quintero Gabi Hernandez chronicles her last year in high school in her diary:

college applications, Cindy's pregnancy, Sebastian's coming out, the

cute boys, her father's meth habit, and the food she craves. And best

of all, the poetry that helps forge her identity.

Good Enough Paula Yoo A Korean American teenager tries to please her parents by getting

into an Ivy League college, but a new guy in school and her love of

the violin tempt her in new directions.

In darkness Nick Lake In the aftermath of the Haitian earthquake, fifteen-year-old Shorty, a

poor gang member from the slums of Site Soleil, is trapped in the

rubble of a ruined hospital, and as he grows weaker he has visions

and memories of his life of violence, his lost twin sister, and of

Toussaint L'Ouverture, who liberated Haiti from French rule in the

1804.

Koyal Dark, Mango Sweet Kashmira Sheth Growing up with her family in Mumbai, India, sixteen-year-old Jeeta

disagrees with much of her mother's traditional advice about how to

live her life and tries to be more modern and independent.

Marrow thieves Cherie Dimaline In this futuristic dystopian novel for teens, the Indigenous people of



North America are on the run in a fight for survival.

Saints and Misfists S.K. Ali Fifteen-year-old Janna Yusuf, a Flannery O'Connor-obsessed book

nerd and the daughter of the only divorced mother at their mosque,

tries to make sense of the events that follow when her best friend's

cousin--a holy star in the Muslim community--attempts to assault her

at the end of sophomore year.

She wore red trainers Na’ima B. Roberts Two young Muslims, Ali, who is still coming to terms with his

mother's death, and Amirah, who has vowed to never marry, fall for

each other despite their differences.

When I was the greatest Jason Reynolds Avoiding the violence that has given his neighborhood a bad name,

urban youth Ali spends busy days attending school, boxing and

helping his family while looking out for a troublesome friend and a

Tourette's-afflicted brother only to be brutally targeted in the

aftermath of a misunderstanding.

When my name was Keoko Linda Sue Park With national pride and occasional fear, a brother and sister face the

increasingly oppressive occupation of Korea by Japan during World

War II, which threatens to suppress Korean culture entirely.

You in Five Acts Una LaMarche Joy, Diego, Liv, Ethan, and Dave hold onto their dreams of stardom as

their time of training--and friendship--at a prestigious New York City

performing arts school runs out.



(You may edit this drawing by double clicking it and use it as your layout)



(You may edit this drawing by double clicking it and use it as your layout)




