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REFLECTIONS
“We do not learn as much from experience as we learn from reflecting
on that experience.” – Thomas S.C. Farrell, Author, Educator
In this issue of Reflections,
we examine innovations
taking place in our district,
including those found in our
Special Education
department, in Reading,
and especially in Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Math (STEM). It is our
hope that this monthly
newsletter, coming to you
from the Office of
Curriculum and Instruction,
will help keep our school
community apprised of
ongoing efforts to offer and
sustain a world-class
education for the students
and families of Franklin
Township.

Innovations in the
Classroom
Our district has begun a
conversation surrounding the
importance of building a
stronger system of
supports/interventions to help
all students achieve gradelevel expectations. Mr. Ryan
Green, Supervisor of Child
Study Teams, along with his
department, has developed an
innovative approach to a
classroom intervention with his
speech therapists. Please
click on this brief podcast to
hear how the push-in speech
therapy program benefits not
only students, but teachers as
well.
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District STEM Offerings Abound!
More than a slogan, “One Less Move, On the
Move” is a way of life in the Office of
Curriculum and Instruction. And this is
demonstrated clearly in the science
department, which has made some dramatic
enhancements in a relatively short period of
time. Supervisor of Science Eric Siegal
(pictured left, with
teacher Corinne
Yorlano) has recently
brought three upperlevel science courses to Franklin Township
Public Schools, including Chemical
Engineering, Biotechnology, and
Neuroscience. To hear Mr. Siegal share
more about these new developments,
please click here. In addition, Franklin
Township Public Schools (FTPS) has been
busy at work providing numerous science experiences for its
students, including a tremendously successful science fair at
Principal William Grippo’s MacAfee
Road School. This event demonstrated
the very picture of a collaborative
learning environment, led by teachers,
including Stanley Lysenko (pictured
above) and Corinne Yorlano, as well as
countless staff and parent volunteers.
Along with robotics, a laser show, and
exotic animals, a highlight of the event
was the beautiful integration of arts
and crafts in the form of a rainforest in
the Rainforest Cafe (pictured left).
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Full “S.T.E.A.M.” Ahead for FTPS
In addition to the exciting developments we are seeing in our
science courses and programs, we continue to see major leaps
forward in curricular and supplemental curricular programs that
address S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and
Math) integration throughout our district. Recently at Hillcrest
School, Principal Al Fico and his team put together its first annual
“STEAM Fair,” an event which consciously promoted the
integration of the arts and sciences. Attendees were treated to
student-created projects that included explorations of digital
storytelling and artistic design
challenges, such as designing beautiful
boats that could race across a course
most efficiently, as well as student
performances for live-audiences,
showing off their speaking and
presentation skills while sharing their
science explorations.

Reading Innovations
David Heras, pictured above,
exhorts his teachers to embrace
change as they learn new
reading strategies and
interventions that will help all
students thrive. In 2017-2018,
teachers will use the Fountas
and Pinnell curriculum in Grades
K-2 to help students develop a
stronger sense of phonemic
awareness and become better
readers. Please click on this
brief podcast to hear Mr. Heras
describe the enhancements he
and his team have developed
for our students next year!

Are You Ready for
“Future Ready” Schools?
Led by Mr. Ward and his
Technology Committee,
Franklin Township will be an
early adopter of the Future
Ready Schools initiative. Please
click here to learn more about
this exciting certification
program that will bring even
more innovation to our schools.
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Similarly, Franklin High School offered
an open house on May 9th to families
that were trying to confirm whether
FHS was a more attractive option than
private and charter schools in the area,
and the early returns indicate that
several families, after witnessing the
kinds of STEM and ARTS learning and
career preparation opportunities
available to students at FHS, changed their minds and plan to
enroll their children into the Franklin Township Public schools.
Special shout out to Rebekah Solomon, the teachers, parents,
students, and administrators who contributed to the evening, a
true celebration of our “Full STEAM Ahead” approach at FTPS.
Please click here to see a video produced by Mike Pinnix and
his students that was shown to the families at this Open House
event.

Innovations in Coding and Robotics
Supervisor of Instructional Technology
Edward Ward has been working hard with
Eric Siegal and the SGS and FMS Saturday
Academies to enrich students’ thinking and
math skills by teaching students coding and
the coupling of coding with Lego Mindstorm
EV3. Please click here to listen to a brief
podcast about the experiences that Mr.
Ward and his team of dedicated science
STEM teachers have created for our students.
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