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New Year, New Leadership—FMS Student Council 
By: Julien Hector !
 The Student Council are elected leaders of this school, who we’ve all voted for. Let’s see 

how they’ve been adjusting to their new jobs and their plans to make 2015-2016 an awesome year.!
! President Skylar D’Angiolillo says, “I plan to lead the rest of the Student Council by 
incorporating their ideas. I’m looking for a sense of accomplishment after a meeting. I want them 
to have someone to go to and speak their ideas to comfortably. This year, we’ll be having lots of 
fundraising and after school activities, such as dances, formals, and cupcake sales. We are working 

on a “Glow in the Dark” dance, that could be a possibility. We’re trying  to get the word out through 

announcements and displays.”!
! 8th grade Vice President Gabriela Delgado believes, “That there are certain changes that 

need to be fixed in the school. My aim is to bring more equality throughout the school. 
There’s a lot of controversy here and I feel like people aren’t able to be themselves. I’d like 
the students to feel comfortable in being themselves.”!
7th grade Vice President Josh Johnson states, “I will listen to the 7th grade population and 
I’ll take their concerns to be evaluated and heard throughout the Council.”!
!Secretary Staicy Baez Duran states, “I talk to Ms. Leyland all the time to organize and 
combine dances for the 7th and 8th graders, because most 7th graders have 8th grade 
friends, and most 8th graders have 7th grade friends. I think we all should be together as 
one. We only have 2 years. It goes by really quick. We should make the best of it.”!
!Treasurer Estefany Erazo says, “First, we have to cover the expenses. For example, we’re 
trying to buy Student Council t-shirts for all of our representatives, and we need to budget 
for that. Therefore, we are going to try to make money to cover that from the talent shows 
and the dances. Our goal is for everybody to afford everything. We are trying to raise 

money, so those parents who cannot afford to pay for field trips can participate. We are 
trying to cover the expenses that are needed.”!
! Student Council Advisor, Ms. Francis says, “I’m the go between, just checking with the 
administration to make sure that the plans that we have are feasible within the school rules and 
regulations. I really open it up to the students so they have their own ideas that they implement and 
we’ve made a couple of changes already.”!
She also said that homeroom representatives contribute to the growth of this school and are 
important members of the Student Council.!
! Looks like this student council has a lot of promises to keep. Let's hope that they achieve 

their goals and make this school as great as we know it can be.    !

Principal’sCorner 

By: Rosette Natividad 
  and Jack Gonzalez !
Meet FMS new principal… 
Dr. Reginald O. Davenport !
What are your favorite hobbies? 
Dr. Davenport enjoys many 
hobbies, but his favorite hobby is 
cycling besides sleeping. He even 
participated in the Tour de Cure. 
How does FMS compare to other 
schools where you’ve worked? 
Our principal 
says that the 
diversity is 
similar, 
although FMS 
is much larger 
than other 
schools. The 
challenges are 
interesting. He 
actually 
interviewed as 
principal for 
the 
intermediate 
school, Sampson G. Smith. 
What were your best and worst 
memories of middle school? His 
best moment of middle school was 
being the founding principal of the 
STEM Academy. His worst moment 
of working in middle school is 
getting involved in students’ lives, 
because of the issues they have to 
deal with at home. Dr. Davenport 
once lost a student who was 
fighting cancer. It’s difficult when 
you lose a student or you witness a 
young person struggling. 
What is your favorite song? 
Dr. Davenport jams to anything by 
Prince and Earth, Wind and Fire.  
If you could go anywhere in the 
world, where would it be and why?
He says that he would most like to 
visit Aruba.He would also like to 
visit Spain to learn about the 
influence of the Moors on 
European culture. 

“If it’s not knightly it’s not the news!”



A Walk to Remember 
By: Rianne De Leon & Ariela Ponti!!
Your walking helped others walk toward a solution. During 
the marking period, our gym teachers 
have organized walks to raise awareness 
of different causes. On September 22 and 
23, Franklin Middle School held its first 
ever “Out of the Darkness” walk for 
suicide awareness, and on September 23, 
FMS also held a breast cancer awareness 
walk.  The “Out of The Darkness Walk” 
was organized by Ms. Sogluizzo. Students 
wore turquoise and purple to represent 
suicide prevention. The school raised 
$427. In addition to this, Ms. Sogluizzo made a website and raised $677 
there.#!
This year we had our annual breast cancer walk, prepared by Ms. Monfasani. 
Students wore pink to raise awareness about breast cancer and raised $350. 
In the U.S. there is an estimated of 40,290 deaths because of breast cancer 
in women. Come out and support worthy causes next year!

A SPOOKTACULAR DANCE 
By: Liam Ponti#

The FMS school dance held on October 30th was a spectacular 
event! The dance took place in the cafeteria where drinks 
and food were served. Tickets were sold between October 
28th and October 30th and about 80 tickets were sold in 
total. There were a lot of breathtaking costumes at the dance! The 
participants of the costume contest were a Minecraft guy, a boy riding an 
inflatable horse, and a dramatic make-up job. Kids danced until 8:30 and the 
DJ was City Sound Entertainment.There were prizes for costume categories, 
for example most silly or best costume. According to 7th grader, Micaela 
Booker, “It was a great dance and very fun!” Fifteen staff members also 
enjoyed the dance.The “Spooktacular Dance” has become an FMS tradition 
that kids look forward to each year.

Knights	In	
Shining	Armor			
by	Shelby	Bruno !
At	FMS,	some	Knights	
stand	tall	in	the	crowd.		In	
this	column	we	will	
recognize	students	who	
keep	this	school	positive!		
Marking	Period	1	--	High	
Honor	Roll	&	Principal’s	
Honor	Roll:	

Haley	Calderaro	
Skylar	D’Angiolillo	
Lekha	Gowda	
John	Guirguis	
Willis	Huang	
Olivia	Jara	
Rohit	Jayas	
Evan	Kaye	
Reianna	Lakhraj	
Kimberly	Lao-Lim	
Anya	Mirmajlesi	
Courtney	Nicholson	
Edgard	Quintana	
Andre	Salgado	
Emmanuel	Tan	
Tyriq	Terry	
Merardo	Yanes	

7th	Grade	
Bobo	Au-Yeung	
Gabriella	
Ciccone	
Tasha	Coelho	
Andrew	
Consiglio	
Elizabeth	
Coughlan	
Fatmata	
Daramy	
Ria	Desai	
Stephanie	Diaz	
Gwenaelle	Du-
Thumm	
Julia	Glassen	
Amour	Henry	
Aliya	
Kpamegan	
Joshua	Kuroda-
Grauer	
Shira	Levine	
Sanya	
Majmudar	
Krish	Mistry	
Donya	
Nicholson	
Patrick	Alan	
Pangilinan	
Molly	Parks	
Tejal	Patel	
Mark	Saba	
Cindy	Ton	
Janine	Yanes	

Tyler	Chan	
Krystal	Lee	Chester	
Jaden	Chin	
Ashley	Cohan	
Sonia	Dalal	
Rianne		DeLeon	
Saheli	Desai	
Cynthia	Do	
Keziah	Eagar	
Brendan	Eckhart	
Ihunaya	Eluwa	
Reynaldo	Espinoza	
Dakota	Gernert	
Leila	Gonzales	
Eunice	Hugo	
Kaitlin	Kline	
Ashley	Lamb	
Tianna	MayXield	
Selma	Mehmedagic	
Jordan	Melecio	
Xavier	Mendoza	
Jenna	Michell	
Maleah	Moon	
Shirley	Morales	Sandoval	
David	Moro	
Rosette	Natividad	
Hemal	Patel	
Jay	Patel	
Rohan	Patel	
Ashay	Patla	
Akshay	Pozath	
Ciyhanni	Robinson	
Keona	Schneck	
Jessica	Singh	
Mahir	Singh	
Alexander	Stefaniak	
Delilah	Stryker	
Elyssa	Waga	

7th	Grade	
Nicholas	Amoako	
Declan	Gordon	
Melissa	Hansraj	
Ashley	Hernandez	
Ava	Lindley	
Christian	Paredes	
Kiara	Seaman	

8th	Grade	
Afseen	Ahmed	
Jhamie	Allen	
Don	Anigbogu	
Leslie	Baez	
Nadell	Booker	
Tracy	Brown	
Shelby	Bruno	
Fiona	Byrne

8th grade

KNIGHTLY NEWS ISSUE 1 |  Winter 2016

Franklin Middle School—Serving Somerset since 2005 �2



Anime Review—Tokyo Ghoul 
Aditi Kanchibhatta , Aidan Byrne  
Available for viewing online (sub and dub available for free on 
kissanime.com)#

Tokyo Ghoul is a thrilling anime. It takes places in a world in 
which humans and human-like creatures, known as ghouls, live side-by-side. Ghouls 
can’t eat human food because they think it tastes really bad and it’s bad for them. 
Their diets consist of humans…and coffee (no joke). The story follows 18 year old 
college freshman Ken Kaneki, who goes on a date with a girl named Rize, a 
stereotypical bookworm. After the date, Rize lures Kaneki into a dark alley and 
reveals herself to be a ghoul. From that point, the plot twists and crazy things 
happen, and Kaneki discovers that he is now part ghoul. Eventually, he learns how to 
live his new life as a half-ghoul, blend in with humans, and keep the fact that he’s a 
ghoul a secret. Overall, the plot is a bit slow in some places but if you stick with it, it 
does get better. Unfortunately, Tokyo Ghoul also ends as a cliffhanger, which is 
extremely disappointing. Despite that, it still brings to life a haunting world filled 
with complex characters that live in a well thought-out society. It also has amazing 
fight scenes that are a bit gory, but if that doesn’t bother you, we recommend that 
you watch it. (VIEWER DISCRETION ADVISED)

Fall Pep-Rally! 
By: Teri Librizzi 

If only all middle school Fridays 
could be as fun as Friday, 

October 30th at FMS. The PBSIS 
Fall Pep-Rally is probably the 

biggest event of the year. We had 
two pep-rallies; one for the 7th 

graders and the other for the 8th 
graders. Teachers, staff and 

students all danced. The teachers 
did a lot of dances but the most 
fun was Silento Whip and Nae 

Nae. In the gym, before the dance 
performances, the fall athletes 

were introduced. The dance 
performers were the advanced 

girls and boys and contemporary 
girls. In the auditorium, there 

were many crazy games played 
and a play was performed by Mrs. 

Beattie’s 10th period class.

Secret Lives of Staff—Meet Safety Officer Mr. Davies 
By: Andre Salgado & Rohan Patel#

Question 1: What previous career did you have 
before you came to FMS?#

●# I have actually worked as a 
bodyguard and a commercial, deep-
sea, underwater welder.#

Question 2: How have your past jobs helped 
with your job at FMS?#

●#  They have helped me relate to 
young adults, and to share life 
experiences with all the people who 
ask.#

Question 3: Tell us one interesting fact that 
people would like to know about you.#

●# After FMS, I go home to cook for 
my family, and then go to my night 
job from 5:30 – 11:00 pm. I work at 
Metlife Stadium five days a week 
and the other days I go to the 
Metropolitan Center of NJ.#

Question 4: Why did you choose FMS of all 
schools?#

●# Well, at the time, I wasn’t really needed at the elementary 
schools, and at the high school. I didn’t relate to the age group as 
well.#

Question 5: Do you regret leaving your [previous job]?#
●# No, as being a bodyguard had me travel too much, and it wasn’t 

good for my family. Working in Franklin has also given me many 
working benefits.#
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As of January we have collected over 
1,000 Box Tops for a total of more than 
$100 this year.  Mrs. Francis, the student 
council advisor 
states, “ We are 
pleased to have 

earned this money, 
however, it’s lower 
than we would like 

it to be”. We, the 
students, should 
really be making sure to hand in our box 
tops. We plan to use this “free money” to 

install a new electronic sign .for our school 
on Hamilton Street. Make sure that you 

remember to  hand in your BoxTops in the 
plastic jars at the main entrance.  

Winter Fashion 
By: Mikayla Reid#

Maybe this winter didn’t start our as cold as we wanted, 
but the weather didn’t change how the students at FMS 
dressed. Here are the winter hits we’ve spotted:

!

Knightly Days at FMS

Box Tops Update#

by: Rianne De Leon #
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