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In this packet you will find suggested resources that will assist in the delivery of lessons on 
citizenship, economics, government, New Jersey history, human and civil rights.  
 
In addition, in Rubicon, a host of resources have been researched and selected by Franklin 
Township elementary teachers, to support instruction in each of the units of study. Some of 
these resources have been identified as existing in school libraries or teacher read aloud 
libraries.  Others are on-line resources, many with links providing direct access to the 
websites. 
 
For example, in Grade 3, the unit on American Democracy lists the following resources: 
 
Suggested Read Alouds 
Shh! We're Writing the Constitution - by Jean Fritz 
 The Bill of Rights - by Michael Burgan 
 
Direct Links to Websites 
 

United States Constitution 
Bill of Rights 
Shh! We're Writing the Constitution video 
The Constitution of the United States 
The Rights of Citizens: The Bill of Rights 
The Three Branches of Government 

 
 
Also, in each building there are several Nystrom carts containing numerous resources such 
as: 

• Mini globes- for student exploration 
• Atlases (these are differentiated by grade level, one version for K-2, one for grade 3, 

one for grade 4). The carts are labeled by grade appropriateness.  
• Literacy library  
• Program guides for teachers with teaching plans and copymasters ( + extras 

program guides to share among teachers 
• Access to www.JuniorGeographer.com for grade 4 
• Places Everywhere with CD-ROM for grade 3 

 
Kindergarten-Grade 2 
 
Time for Kids magazine – Several hundred copies of each issue to be shared among K-2 
classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.   
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Social Studies Teaching Toolkit: This toolkit includes how to create 
effective citizens, resources on the Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 
levels, and levels of complexity guideline. 
 
Dates of Historical Significance in the United States: A brief list of 
important dates and facts in United States history to share with 
your students.  In addition, included you will find the 9/11 
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U.S. Constitution Day (September 17th).  
 
Citizenship Resources: Activities for exploring the five themes of 
citizenship from Kindergarten to Grade 4. 
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including needs vs. wants, communities, available 
resources/services, and more.  Resources include reliable 
websites, sample lessons, and notes from teachers. 
 
New Jersey History Resources: New Jersey history topics including 
The Lenape, Underground Railroad, The American Revolution, 
and more. Each topic contains a video clip, question sheets, 
worksheets, documents, and suggestions for teachers. 
 
Civil/Human Rights Resources: Various resources including primary 
source documents, pictures, sample lesson plans, and student 
activities on Civil Rights Movement topics such as Canterbury 
to Little Rock, Rosa Park, and Jackie Robinson. 
 
Federal Government Resources: Animations, primary documents, 
photos, videos, websites, and articles categorized by U.S. 
history topics, World Studies, and U.S. Time Periods. 
 
Student Portal: A kid-friendly website designed to allow students 
to navigate through history, government, and social studies 
topics.  They will be introduced to websites, games, primary 
documents, maps, photos, and interviews. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Social Studies Teaching Toolkit 

 
Today's Social Studies... Creating Effective Citizens 

"Social studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities 
to promote civic competence." 

 
Today's social studies teaches students: 

v to understand cultures—systems of beliefs, knowledge, values, and 
traditions—so they can relate to people in our nation and throughout 
the world. 

 
v to develop historic perspective and understand how things change and 

develop—so they can make informed choices and decisions in the 
present. 

 
v to understand geography and space beyond their personal locations—

so they can be effective decision makers regarding the relationship 
between human beings and their environment. 

 
v to understand human behavior and personal identity—so they can 

better understand the processes and ethical principles underlying 
individual action. 

 
v to comprehend the formation, control and influences of institutions—so 

they can work through institutional change for the common good. 
 
v to understanding the historical development of structures of power, 

authority, and governance and their evolving functions in 
contemporary society—so they can develop civic competence. 

 
v to understand how the production, distribution, and consumption of 

goods and services is organized—so they can function effectively in an 
interdependent world economy. 

 
v to interpret the relationships among science, technology, and society—

so they are prepared to make difficult social choices. 
 

v to analyze the realities of global interdependence and connections—so 
they can find solutions to persisting and emerging global issues. 

 
v to understand civic ideals and practices across time and in diverse 

societies—so they can participate fully in our society.  
www.socialstudies.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Social Studies Teaching Toolkit 
 

Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Social Studies Teaching Toolkit 

 
Levels of Complexity 

 
Ø Recall/Reproduction- Recall a fact, information, or 

procedure; process information on a low level 
 
Ø Skill/Concept- Use information or conceptual knowledge, 

two or more steps 
 
Ø Strategic Thinking- Requires reasoning, developing a plan 

or a sequence of steps, more than one reasonable approach 
 
Ø Extended Thinking- Requires connections and extensions, 

high cognitive demands and complex reasoning 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Dates of Historical Significance in the United States 

Labor Day is the first Monday of September. This federal holiday honors the nation's working 
people, typically with parades.  

September 11, 2012:  Special packet of lesson plans and activities that are grade based, and age 
appropriate can be found on district website under *faculty/staff social studies resources* 
 

Constitution Day:  It is mandated by the U. S Congress that the significance of the U. S. 
Constitution be addressed in every classroom, in every content area on or near September 17th. 
Resources can be found at The National Constitution Center at Constitutioncenter.org, and the 
Annenberg Foundation (www.annenbergclassroom.org). 
 

 

Columbus Day is a federal holiday celebrated on the second Monday in October. The day 
commemorates October 12, 1492, when Italian navigator Christopher Columbus landed in the 
New World. The holiday was first proclaimed in 1937 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.   

Veterans Day is celebrated on November 11. Originally called Armistice Day, this federal 
holiday was established to honor Americans who had served in World War I, but it now honors 
veterans of all wars in which the U.S. has fought. Grade level: all.  In the high school and middle 
school the name of all staff who identify themselves as veterans will be read over the PA. Those 
names will be gathered via an email from a Social Studies teacher.  Individual elementary 
schools may opt to honor their veterans in the same manner. 

Thanksgiving Day is a federal holiday celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November. In the 
fall of 1621, the Pilgrims held a three-day feast to celebrate a bountiful harvest.  

 

Our district’s elementary school statement to the students: 
 
Today, September 11th is the 11th anniversary of a terrible event that took place in our 
 
Today, September 11th is the 11th anniversary of a terrible event that took place in our 
country.  A group of people that disagreed with the way we live in this country, the many 
freedoms we have, and the way our government works, planned an attack on several 
buildings in New York City and Washington, DC.  Because of the attack many people lost 
their lives. 
 
This is a very sad day in American history and we are going to take a minute from our 
regular schedule to sit silently and think about how lucky we are to live in a country that 
does give us many freedoms.  We can dress the way we wish, live where we wish, practice 
our religions, and speak our opinions on many issues.  We must also think about how 
important it is to accept and respect other people, even if we do not agree with them.  We 
live in a very diverse community, and we go to school with all different types of people.  
That is what makes our school and our town so special. 

For additional resources on Constitution Day, please follow the following link: 
 

U.S. Constitution Day 



Dates of Historical Significance in the United States 

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day is December 7.  In 1994, Congress designated this national 
observance to honor the more than 2,400 military service personnel who died on this date in 
1941, during the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The attack on Pearl Harbor caused the 
United States to enter World War II.   

New Jersey Statehood: New Jersey became the 3rd US state on December 18, 1787 when it        
ratified the US Constitution.  (embedded in Grade 4 curriculum) 
 
Martin Luther King Day is a federal holiday celebrated on the third Monday in January.   Some 
schools and communities have developed “Day of Service” activities to recognize Dr. King’s 
ideal of service to others.   

Presidents’ Day is a federal holiday observed the third Monday of February. Originally set aside 
to honor George Washington, many groups honor the legacy of other past presidents on this date.  

Earth Day is observed on April 22. First celebrated in 1970 in the United States, it inspired 
national legislation such as the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts. Earth Day is designed to 
promote ecology, encourage respect for life on earth, and highlight concern over pollution of the 
soil, air, and water.   

National Arbor Day was proclaimed as the last Friday in April by President Richard Nixon in 
1970. A number of state Arbor Days are observed at other times to coincide with the best tree 
planting weather, from January and February in the south to May in the far north. The 
observance began in 1872, when Nebraska settlers and homesteaders were urged to plant trees on 
the largely treeless plains.  

Memorial Day is a federal holiday observed the last Monday of May. It originally honored the 
people killed in the American Civil War, but has become a day on which the American dead of 
all wars, and the dead generally, are remembered in special programs held in cemeteries, 
churches, and other public meeting places. The flying of the American flag is widespread.  

Flag Day, celebrated June 14, has been a presidentially proclaimed observance since 1916. 
Although Flag Day is not a federal holiday, Americans are encouraged to display the flag outside 
their homes and businesses on this day to honor the history and heritage the American flag 
represents.   

 

 



Citizenship Resources 
 

Teaching Good Citizenship’s Five Themes 
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr008.shtml 
 
Activities from the editors of Weekly Reader can help develop K-6 students’ understanding of the 
five good citizenship themes—honesty, compassion, respect, responsibility, and courage. 
 
 

A DIVERSE COLLECTION OF LITERATURE TO TEACH CITIZENSHIP 
• Roses Are Pink, Your Feet Really Stink, by Diane deGroat, which teaches 

students in the younger grades about rules and values. Because he thinks Margaret 
and Lewis have been mean to him, Gilbert writes a mean poem on each one's 
Valentine and then signs the other's name. Soon, Margaret and Lewis figure out that 
Gilbert is responsible. When no one will play with Gilbert as recess, he regrets his 
actions and he and his friends are able to resolve their problem. Charmingly written 
and illustrated, the story demonstrates why it is important to "do the right thing."  

• A Very Important Day, by Maggie Rugg Herold, explores for young readers the 
concepts of rights, privileges, and civic participation. On a snowy morning in New 
York City, families from many countries prepare for a very important event. Not until 
they arrive at the courthouse downtown does the reader find out that someone in 
each family is becoming a naturalized citizen on that day. Pride and a sense of 
celebration mark this "very important day."  

• The Christmas Menorahs: How a Town Fought Hate, by Janice Cohn, guides 
young and middle-elementary students to understand the concepts of government, 
values, rights, and civic participation. When a rock crashes through the window of a 
Jewish family's home in Billings, Montana, they decide to inform people in the 
community about what happened. Christian ministers, community leaders, and 
friends of the family decide to take action to make a powerful statement against 
intolerance.  

• Eagle Song, by Joseph Bruchac, illustrates for middle-elementary students the 
concepts of government, values and principles, and civic participation. Fourth-grader 
Danny Bigtree feels out of place in his school, where he is the only Native American 
student. He hopes his classmates will stop teasing him after his father visits the class 
and tells the story of Aionwahta and the Iroquois League. Still, only when a family 
crisis prompts Danny to act does he begin to make peace with his nemesis, Tyrone.  

Article by Gary Hopkins 
Education World® Editor-in-Chief 
Copyright © 1998 Education World 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Economic Resources 
 

Economics for Primary Grades 
Compiled by Bertie Ratliff 

All sites posted 12/2/02 are from Econ EdLink and have national standards listed. 
Date 

found 
Topic Site Notes 

12/02/02 Building a 
community 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM285 General overview 
of site. 

12/02/02 Building a 
neighborhood 

http://pbskids.org/rogers/R_house/build.htm Interactive, may 
need plugin. Okay 
to download 

12/02/02 How factories 
work 

http://pbskids.org/rogers/R_house/picpic.htm Interactive, may 
need plugin. Okay 
to download 

12/02/02 Sharing http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM252 Intro to sharing. 
Teacher lesson 

12/02/02 Follow-up to 
sharing 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM256 Nice interactive 
activity at end 

12/02/02 Natural 
Resources- 
Australia topic 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM362 Lesson plus 
interactive part 

12/02/02 Productive 
Resources- 
Who does 
what? 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM343 Lesson with some 
visuals 

12/02/02 Who does what 
job in a 
community? 
What job is 
right for the 
person? 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM284 Based on Tortoise 
and Hare. 
Interactive parts. 
Reads story 

12/02/02 Making things: 
then and now 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM295 Lesson plus small 
interactive site 

12/02/02 Cost vs benefit http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM294 Lesson plus 
Interactive. Reads 
the story to class 

12/02/02 Making Work 
related Job 
Choices 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM279 Lesson plus 
Interactive song 
and activity. 

12/02/02 Who pays for 
City Hall 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM281 NICE ONE!!! 
Lesson and 
Interactive with 
several links 
  

12/02/02 We all have 
wants. How do 
we deal with 
them? 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM268 Story and related 
activity. VERY 
PRIMARY 
presentation 



12/02/02 Trading money 
for goods. 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM269 Based on Norman 
Rockwell 
Painting, lesson 
plus Interactive. 

12/02/02 Costs involved 
with life’s 
activities 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM266 Lesson and 
Interactive 
Story in English 
and Spanish. 

12/02/02 Farming: How 
do farmers 
decide what to 
grow? 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM267 Interactive, 
Relates to a Van 
Gogh Painting 

12/02/02 Earning 
rewards 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM232 Interactive with 
Clifford Story 

12/02/02 What do other 
people want to 
be? 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM212 Simple, 
Interactive lesson. 
Graphing with 
their data 

12/02/02 What do you 
want to be? 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM207 Lesson and 
Interactive, learn 
about jobs. 

12/02/02 Differences 
between 
services and 
products 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM197 Lesson plus 
interactive 

12/02/02 Understand the 
variety of jobs 
in a business 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM195 Lesson plus 
Interactive 

12/02/02 Goods and 
Services 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM194 Lesson and 
Interactive 

12/02/02 History of 
money 
development 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM178 Lesson plus 
Interactive 

12/02/02 Increasing 
Productivity 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM171 Lesson plus 
Interactive. 
Origami folding. 
May be too 
advanced for 1-2 

12/02/02 Money around 
the world 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM169 Simple concept, 
advanced image 
sites? 
Lessons and 
Interactive 

12/02/02 Using Today’s 
products 
(Plastic) in the 
future. 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM167 Lesson plus 
interactive  

12/02/02 How we use 
water 

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM166 Lesson plus slight 
Interactive 

 
 



New Jersey History Resources 
 

New Jersey History Kids 
http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/NJHistoryKids.htm 

The New Jersey History Kids multimedia website is intended to instruct New 
Jersey students in grades K through 4 in New Jersey History and Social Studies in 
accordance with the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards in Social 
Studies, adopted by the New Jersey State Department of Education in October 
2004. 

Each of the eleven units is associated with one or more fields of study and a 
historic site or place:   

(1) the Lenape with Archaeology and Waterloo Village 
(2) Farming with Living History and the Howell Living History Farm in 

Titusville 
(3) Industry with Urbanization and Geography and Paterson and the 

American Labor Museum-Botto House National Historic Landmark in 
Haledon 

(4) Invention with Material Culture and the Thomas A.Edison National 
Historic Site in West Orange 

(5) the Underground Railroad with Family History and Folklore and the 
historically black town of Lawnside 

(6) the American Revolution with Geography and the Morristown National 
Historic Park and Jockey Hollow  

(7) Immigrants with Oral History, Local History, Art History and 
Roosevelt,NJ 

(8) the Statehouse with Civics and Trenton 
(9) Barnegat Bay with Folk Art, Material Culture, Regionalism and Waretown 

and Tuckerton 
(10) Delaware Bay with Material Culture, Historic Restoration, Regionalism 

and Bivalve 
(11) the Pinelands with Folklife, Regionalism, Forked River and Burlington 

County. 

 

In each unit there are one or more video clips, questions, and activities for 
the students. 

. 
 



 
 
 

Civil/Human Rights Resources 
 

Visit	  the	  following	  websites	  to	  find	  sample	  lessons,	  activities	  and	  
resources	  to	  teach	  both	  Civil	  and	  Human	  Rights.	  
 

 ProTeacher Civil Rights Movement resources 
http://www.proteacher.com/090056.shtml 
 
 

 Putting the Movement Back into Civil Rights 
Teaching 

http://www.civilrightsteaching.org/ 
 

 United Nations Cyber School Bus 
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/ 
 
 
 

              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Federal Government Resources 
 

Visit	  the	  following	  website	  to	  find	  animations,	  primary	  documents,	  
photos,	  videos,	  websites,	  and	  articles	  categorized	  by	  United	  States	  
History	  topics,	  World	  Studies,	  and	  United	  States	  Time	  Periods:	  
 

 

 
Federal Resources for Educational Excellence 

http://free.ed.gov/ 
Teaching and Learning Resources from Federal Agencies 
 
 
 

                    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Student Portal 
 

Visit	  the	  following	  website	  with	  your	  students	  and	  allow	  them	  to	  
explore	  history,	  government	  and	  social	  studies	  topics.	  They	  will	  be	  
able	  to	  play	  games,	  navigate	  through	  websites,	  read	  primary	  
documents,	  analyze	  photographs,	  listen	  to	  and	  read	  interviews,	  and	  
study	  maps:	  
 
http://kids.usa.gov/ 
A safe place to learn and play 
 
 

 


