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Where We’ve Been & Where We Are
In March 2020 school districts were directed by the NJDOE to create a Remote Learning Plan in the event of school
closures related to Covid-19.
OUR CONSIDERATIONS IN THE CREATION OF THE REMOTE LEARNING PLAN
● We are all faced with the inconvenience, uncertainty and worry that these difficult circumstances have caused.
● Some of our families may also experience further challenges of illness or loss of income/resources.
● But Franklin Warrior families are strong and resilient and our staff members are dedicated and creative.
From March 19 - April 3 (Phase I) and April 14 - April 29 (Phase II) we have operated under the Remote Learning Plan.
REMOTE LEARNING PLAN - PHASES I & II
● Guided by the NJDOE, each phase provided 12 instructional days of assignments through learning modules; allowed
for meal distribution; and addressed the needs of our specialized populations.
● Attendance credit was issued as a simple way of counting the work of our students during the first phases of remote
learning.

Where We Are Going
We are planning for Phase III of our Remote Learning Plan, which will begin on April 30, 2020.
REMOTE LEARNING - PHASE III & BEYOND
● There is a strong possibility of finishing our school year remotely.
● We will continue to provide assignments for 12 instructional days per phase through learning modules; distribute meals
for those in need via once-a-week bulk pickup; and address the needs of our specialized populations.
● We will continue to monitor attendance through the completion of assignments.
● But we will move to a new assessment plan that will follow NJDOE guidance and provide a wide latitude for our
students to demonstrate completion and mastery of work assigned.
● The new assessment plan will begin with Phase III on April 30, 2020. Until then, teachers will use a transitional rubric
for feedback.
● April 30 also marks the new start date for Marking Period 4 in secondary schools.
● During Marking Period 4, student work will be reasonably assessed (“graded”) in our Remote Learning context.

Highlights of the New Assessment Rubric
Given that multiple phases of remote learning are likely, assessing student work solely in terms of attendance
credit may be a demotivating factor for many of our students. The new assessment rubric will further guide
teacher feedback on assignments and allow parents to better determine how their children are doing.
THE NEW ASSESSMENT RUBRIC:
● Is fair and consistent.
● Addresses the challenges of Remote Learning, such as the reality that all students in a class would be able to
receive instruction for all of their classes at the same time; shared or limited technological resources; and varying
degrees of support/supervision at home.
● Allows for realistic assessment of work as each phase unfolds.
● Provides an incentive for students to complete assignments, as student work will be given specific value.
● Provides teachers with a simple range of grades to allow for reasonable assessment, given that multiple
assignments may need to be turned in all at once for some of our students.
A student’s final grade will be determined by the work completed during Remote Learning as well as the work he/she
completed before Remote Learning began.

Assessment of Student Work
Phase I: March 19 - April 3 → Students were assessed using attendance only (exemplar samples submitted).
Phase II: April 14 - April 29 → Students will be assessed using attendance along with informal feedback using
our Remote Learning Rubric (exemplar samples submitted for attendance).
Phase III: April 30 - May 15 → Students will be assessed using attendance and official use of a Daily Remote
Learning Grade via the Remote Learning Rubric (daily assignments submitted will be used to show attendance).
Phase IV (?): May 18 - June 3 → Students will be assessed using attendance and official use of a Daily Remote
Learning Grade via the Remote Learning Rubric (daily assignments submitted will be used to show attendance).
Phase V (?): June 4 - June 19 → Students will be assessed using attendance and official use of a Daily Remote
Learning Grade via the Remote Learning Rubric (daily assignments submitted will be used to show attendance).
Phase VI (?): June 22 - June 25 → Students will be assessed using attendance and official use of a Daily Remote
Learning Grade via the Remote Learning Rubric (daily assignments submitted will be used to show attendance).

Secondary (Grades 6-12):
Quarterly Assessment

Secondary (Grades 6-12): Marking Period (MP) Grades
Marking Periods One and Two: Grades were determined before Remote Learning began and are final.
Marking Period Three: We will leave students’ grades open for this marking period until the conclusion of the year.
● Marking period four will begin on April 30 and will end on June 25; at that time the grade for marking period
three will be calculated.
● Assignment/Test grades completed before Remote Learning began will remain part of the marking period three
grade.
● Two additional test grades will be factored into the student’s average. Each of these test grades will be equal to
the final grade of marking period four.
● For example, if a student earns a 90 average in marking period four, two test grades worth 90% will be
factored into the student’s marking period three average.
Marking Period Four: On April 30th we will begin using the Daily Remote Learning Grade Rubric to record scores
in MP4. Teachers will enter either a √- (50%), √ (75%), √+ (90%), or √++ (100%) into their Genesis Gradebook for
assignments they receive from students.

Secondary (Grades 6-12): Marking Period (MP)
Grades
FINAL COURSE GRADES WILL BE TABULATED AS FOLLOWS:
Full-Year Course - components that make up a full-year grade: MP1 + MP2 + MP3 + MP4* = Final Grade
Fall Semester Course - work for these courses occurred before Remote Learning and these grades have already
been finalized.
Spring Semester Course - components that make up a spring semester course grade: MP3 + MP4* = Final Grade
*Typically a formal final exam was given at the end of each course and included in the calculation of a final grade. Since our
Remote Learning Plan does not allow for this type of exam, the final grade will consist of the work completed during the
applicable marking periods.

Secondary (Grades 6-12): Remote Learning
Rubric & Daily Remote Learning Grades
HOW THESE NEW TOOLS WILL WORK
●
●
●
●
●

As in our past phases, daily work will be given via assignments in learning modules.
Students will be expected to complete each assignment and encouraged to submit them as they are completed.*
Once submitted, teachers will assess the assignment using the rubric on the next slide and will issue the following
grades a √- (50%), √ (75%), √+ (90%), or √++ (100%).
Teachers will enter these grades into their Genesis gradebook, which will be visible to parents/students.
Daily Remote Learning Grades will be tabulated to arrive at a marking period four grade. All assignments will
have the same weight.

*Students will be encouraged to submit assignments as they are completed to allow teachers to provide more meaningful
feedback. However, students will not be penalized for not submitting an assignment by a particular time. As we progress
through the subsequent phases, arrangements will be made for assignments completed on paper to be submitted.

Secondary (Grades 6-12): Remote Learning
Rubric
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Elementary (PK-5):
Trimester Assessment

Elementary (PK-5): Trimester Assessment
PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN
Final trimester assessment is determined as follows:
●

Trimester 1: The GOLD Platform was utilized for assessment and feedback is final.

●

Trimester 2: The GOLD Platform was utilized for assessment and feedback is final.

●

Trimester 3: Kindergarten and Preschool teachers will not use the GOLD platform for the remainder of
the year, as this platform relies on direct observation of the student throughout the course of the school
day. Instead, feedback will be provided directly from teachers to families, and teachers may use the
Remote Learning Rubric to guide their comments. While we will not issue a GOLD Platform report
card for PreK or Kindergarten in this final trimester, we anticipate that teachers will provide formal
feedback to families in June.

Elementary (PK-5): Trimester Grades
GRADES 1-5:
Final trimester assessment is determined as follows:
●

Trimester 1 - The new standards-based elementary report card rubric was utilized for assessment and is
final.

●

Trimester 2 - The new standards-based elementary report card rubric was utilized for assessment and and
is final.

●

Trimester 3 - The standards-based elementary report card rubric does not lend itself to Remote Learning;
therefore, teachers will utilize the Remote Learning Rubric to provide ongoing assessment and feedback
during the final Trimester. We will utilize the first two trimester report cards as data for placement
considerations and learning plans in the 2020-2021 school year. While we will not issue a Trimester 3
Report Card, we anticipate that teachers will provide formal feedback to students and families in June.

Elementary (PK-5): The Remote Learning
Rubric

Going Forward
MONITORING & ADJUSTING
Our entire school community continues to monitor events during this public health crisis, and
we may need to adjust these plans if necessary.
We have issued surveys for feedback from our Franklin school community and will continue to
do so if subsequent phases of Remote Learning are required.
Please revisit our district website and listen for announcements as we move forward in the
coming weeks.

Frequently Asked Questions
If you have a question about an individual student,
please reach out to his/her teacher or building
principal. If you have a general question, check out our
Frequently Asked Questions Page.
There you can view responses to other questions and
submit a question of your own.

