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March 13, 2020 

 

Dear Franklin Families:  

 

Our district’s number one priority continues to be the health and well-being of our Franklin families. Though we currently 

have no confirmed cases of COVID-19, coronavirus in the Franklin Public School District (FTPS), we have been 

proactively preparing to continue delivery of instruction through remote learning. Today’s delayed opening provided an 

opportunity for us to familiarize our staff with our Remote Learning Plan.  This letter is an opportunity for us to share that 

information with you as well. 

 

First let me explain some key terms that we will be using in the next several weeks. 

 

Emergency Closing Days occur when the district must close one or more school buildings or offices because of an 

event such as inclement weather or a broken heater. These are often referred to as snow days and are typically built 

into the 180 day school calendar, so that if they are not used, they will be taken before the end of the school year. 

During these type of days all staff except emergency staff remain home and the buildings are completely shut down, 

all events cancelled and outside user group events are cancelled as well.  

 

FTPS Remote Learning Plan (Plan) has been created in response to a directive of the NJ Department of Education.  

It has been approved by our Executive County Superintendent and provides continuity of instruction for students in a 

remote fashion; addresses the needs of specialized populations such as Students with Disabilities and provides a way 

for students who qualify to obtain meals.  

 

FTPS Remote Learning Days are school days that count toward the 180-day requirement where instruction is guided 

by the Plan and will occur when the district, in consultation with the County Department of Education and County 

Department of Health, limits use of school buildings or offices in order to lower the amount of people in the building 

for reasons of social distancing. 

 

Social Distancing is one recommended way to limit the spread of COVID-19. This term refers to a conscious effort to 

reduce close contact between large groups of people and hopefully limit or slow down community transmission of the 

virus. Remote learning provides the opportunity to limit the close interaction between and amongst our students and 

our instructional staff members while still providing instruction for our students. Our students and our instructional 

staff members make up the 2 largest populations of the FTPS district. 

 

The School Year is based on 180 days of instruction per New Jersey Law.  Minimum session days count towards 

these 180 days because the schools are open and instruction is provide for four hours or more.  Emergency Closing 

Days do not count toward the 180 day requirement.  Once our Plan has been approved, any days taken by the district 

as Remote Learning Days will count towards the 180 requirement.   

 

Remote Learning Modules are activities created by our administrators and teachers for students to work on at home 

while the district is operating under Remote Learning Days.  The activities for each grade level in each subject span 

twelve Remote Learning Days. There is a provision in place should Learning Modules need to be updated.   

 

Secondly, let me recognize that closing schools to students and instructional staff will create challenges for our families 

and our community, but we also recognize our responsibility to address this public health concern.  
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Therefore, beginning at 6:30 pm on Friday, March 13, 2020 until further notice, there will be no 

athletics/extracurricular activities/events or other building usage by the district or outside groups. The March 19, 

2020 Board of Education meeting will be held as originally scheduled in the cafeteria of Franklin High School.    

 

Monday, March 16; Tuesday, March 17; and Wednesday, March 18, 2020 will be Emergency Closing Days.  
All buildings will be closed to staff and students with the exception of our maintenance staff who will use those days 

to thoroughly clean our buildings and offices.   

 

Beginning on Thursday, March 19, 2020, until further notice, FTPS will operate under the Remote Learning Plan 

and use Remote Learning Days as described above and in more detail below. 

 

Thirdly, what follows are details on the Remote Learning Plan and accessing the Remote Learning Modules.  

 

Students have received paper copies of Remote Learning Modules in school yesterday and today to bring home. The 

Learning Modules can also be accessed online via the district website. 

 

Please keep those Modules in a safe place.  There are assignments for your child to work on at home for each Remote 

Learning Day.  It is up to you and your child when you complete the assignments, but assignments for each day must 

be completed in order for your child’s attendance for that Remote Learning day to count.   

 

Students will bring those Remote Learning Module assignments back to school when we return to a regular school 

day. 

 

Teachers will be available to help your student at particular hours during each of the Remote Learning Days.  You 

can view those specific hours as well as the Remote Learning Plan and Remote Learning Modules on our website.  

 

You can also call your child’s school with questions about the modules or learning plan beginning on Thursday, 

March 19th anytime between the hours of 9:00am and 3:00pm. 

 

Finally, students who qualify will have the ability to:  

 

Visit one of the four schools listed below during our Remote Learning Days to pick up a “grab and go” breakfast 

and lunch.  These bagged meals can be picked up between the hours of 9:30 am – 11:30 am at the Elizabeth 

Avenue School, 363 Elizabeth Ave.; Hillcrest School, 500 Franklin Blvd.; Pine Grove Manor School, 130 Highland 

Ave. and the Hamilton Street Campus of Franklin Middle School, 415 Francis St.   

 

We anticipate utilizing Remote Learning Days through at least March 20 and will provide an update via a phone blast 

on the afternoon of March 20, 2020 on our school district status as we receive regular updates from local public health 

officials. 

 

I suggest taking the next few days to become familiar with the Remote Learning Activities and the Remote Learning Plan 

webpage. 

 

Thank you for continued support and please remain safe during these challenging times.  

  

  

    


